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| GENTLEMEN, ; 5 3 
HE following 8 2 5 I 


moſt of them were written for the | 
Lecture at St. Michael's, in Cornhill, 


and 


a5 * x 
Mes 


"= DEDICATION. 
and I "TY a Peculiar Pleaſure in 


dedicating them to YOU, as a Mark of 


Gratitude, though a feeble one, for 
the continued Tokens of Eſtecm 3 with 


which you have honored inc. 


Allow me, GENTLEMEN, 


To ſubſcribe myſelf, 
Your moſt obliged, 
And very faithful Servant, 


St. Martin Outwich, 
May 237 1796. 


JOHN ROSE. 
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Sr. MATTHEW xv. ver. 28. 


„ 


o WOMAN! GREAT 18 THY FAITH ; BE IT 
un TO THEE EVEN AS THOU WILT, 


Ia the depth of diſtreſs, in agony of ſoul, 
an afflicted mother met our Saviour, and in 
entreating his mercies acknowledged hig 
power ;— —<O Loxy! THov SON OF Davipl! | 


% daughter is grievouſly vexed with a 
oy <ul 


B 2 H 


— 


| 


4 SERMON I. 


His Diſeiples, whoſe armplielty fiw not | 
the fulneſs of his miſſion, nor knew that he 


came to comfort the Child of Canaan, "us 


well as the Daughters of Irael, conſtrued / 


her tears and ſighs into inſolent importunity, 


and bade him * ſend her away, for ſhe crieth 
« after us.” Her miſery and her tears raiſed 


no compaſſion in them : They became not 
the 


agvocates of mercy, for Chriſtian Love 
was yet in its earlieſt dawn. The ſtar of 


admiration in the Eaſt bad not let, for the day 


ſpring on high to viſit us in its full luſtre of 
kindneſs and affection. ö 


With that eager concern, with that vehe- 


ment entreaty, which marks a mother's heart, 
when all it doats on is deeply afflicted, this 


WOMAN: or CANAAx followed ours Rz- 
DEEMER, though his addreſs implied rather 
diſpleaſure than encouragement : © I am not 


« A. but to 2 Heep * of Iſrael. of 


2 | My 


P ; ; 
"y | 8 


SERMON I. . 


My OY is to God's 6h people, to his 
5 peculiar nation, 1HE Jews.” Again, with 
ſtill ſtron ger devotion, with renewed impor- 
tunity, ſhe fell down and worſhipped him; 
and in a wild mixture of deſpair and hope, 
exclaimed, * Lord help me.” It was an 3 
appeal to his feelings, to his juſtice, to his _— 
power; but till ſhe ſaw refuſal, like an icicle, 
hang upon his lip, which, though melting 
under a gracious ſmile, dropped chilling cold 
upon her boſom; for he yet deferred her ſuit, 
nay ſeemed to upbraid her unworthineſs, and 
chide her preſumption. * It is not meet to 
e take the childrens bread, and to caſt it to ” 1 
> dogs.” — Still ſhe wept, and knelt for | 
mercy, acknowledged her demerits, and in 
humility anſwered, © True, Lord; but the 
« dogs eat of the crumbs that fall from their 
« maſter's table.. Thus low, could afflic- 
tion weigh down a weeping mother! Thus H 3 
low, a parent's fondneſs could humble the - 
; B 3 heart 


6 SERMON I.. 

heart Thus low, a ſenſe of Omnipotent 
Power and Compaſſion could bend an heathen 
to him who was not ſent; * but to the lo! 
ſheep of the Houſe of Iſrael.” 722023 


— 


A Saviour of the world honoured her love, 
indulged her fondeſt wiſhes, yielded to her 
importunity, commended her lowlineſs, and 
rewarded her faith : -OH woman ! GREAT. 
4 18 THY FAITH; BEIT UNTO THEE EVEN 
, As THOU WILT.” 55 

How many leſſons have we to learn from 
this ſimple ſtory! j N 

CHILDREN, obſerve with what anxious ten- 
derneſs a parent ſued for her daughter—with 
what a ſoftneſs, and a warmth of ſorrow, ſhe 
entreated of God to relieve her :anguiſh— 
and learn how much your mothers feel for 
vyou— that all your kindneſs—all: your atten- 

tion 


VS”; 


SERMON I, a 


: tion—all your gratitude cannot repay their 
pangs, nor equal their fondneſs—that your 
ſtudy ſhould be their comfort — that every 
deviation from their will is danger at the leaſt, 
often improper— aways ungrateful—and e- 

times impious. wo 


* 


FoR THE MAGDALEN. 


a 


Need I appeal to the ſituation and the feel- 
ings of theſe daughters of afflition for a | 
proof ſo peculiarly obvious here Need 
tear open the wounds of thoſe * who are ſtill | 
I grievouſly vexed,' to warn you againſt | 
| every idle ſtep, unſanctioned by parental 1 
advice, or denied, perhaps, through parental 
love hen the firſt deviating thought 


8 


would lead you throu gh a flowery path, 
remember the miſeries of theſe poor de- | 
| luded objects of your compaſſion, and 

„ ˙· 


—— 


8 E R N ON J. 


ſhrink from that tempting rde which 
terminates only in deſtruction! |} 


The God of Nature (who, when he forms 
the mother's heart, moulds the clay with 
tears) has ſo tempered the maternal breaſt, 
that I ru, I BELIEVE there can be no occa- 


ſion to recommend the love of this Woman 
of Canaan as an example for imitation. — 
The enamoured tenderneſs- of Chriſtian mo- 
thers cannot be exceeded. graced by ſweet- 
neſs, and ſoftened by ſenſibility, let it never 


be ſaid a Canaanite and an Heathen can 
bit virtues you are ſtrangers t. 


Another leſſon we are to imbibe, is a 


firmneſs and a conſtancy in our petitions to 


Heaven for the benefit of our children.—Our | 
fondneſs reaches little higher than empty 
gratifications, idle indulgences, and a long 

train 


train — which ang * more 
chan love. | 


| rox THE MAC DATEN. 


Should not the fall of theſe weeping 
ſiſters warn us that our childrens hearts 
are, by their very nature, paſſeſſed with 
| paſſions that, as often through our own 


n 


negligence as their frailty, grievouſly ver 
| them—that they have qualities, which, 
| if properly cultured, ſoothed by ſmiles, re- 
trained by entreaty, or reproved by com- 
er may dignify humanity. 7 


Let not affection be YEP only in weak- 
na but when our tenderneſs would riſe 
| ſuperiour, let it be in applications to 
Heaven for bleſſin gs on them—in importuning 
the God of Mercy toaverthis curſes—with con- 
fidence and faith, imploring the Wiſdom from 
| on 


10 SERMON 1 * 


* 


on High to ſuccour and ſuſtain them; nor 
ceaſe the prayer, nor reſtrain the interceſſion, 

till you draw down this triumphant bleſſing, 
_ Be it unto thee even as thou wilt.” 


Nor mould our pd be fervent only 
when we aſk for bleflings on our children, 
but in every ſituation of life it is our duty to | 
attemper confidence with fear — reverence 


bas ye with importunity. 


If the faith of a Conaonite could perſevere, 
We have the aſſurance, and the love of a 
Saviour, to comfort and encourage us : And 
We ourſelves, as her daughter was, are poſ- 
„ ſeſſed with a devil; our paſſions are more 
impetuous Our deſires more inſatiate With 
equal vehemence then — with untired perſe- 
verance, fall down before the Lord, and in 
anguiſh of heart exclaim with her, Lord 
46 help me.”— With equal humility acknow- 
ledge 


ledge your unworthineſs, implore his bleſſings, 
and take Heaven as it were with * holy vio- 


« lence.” She was reſtrained by difficulty, 
damped by diſcouragement; we know our 
SAviour to be long-ſuffering, and of great 
mercy ; oh! wreſtle with his goodneſs, and 


determine, like holy Jacob, to be 2 
* with a bleſſing. 


Chriſtians, have this advice forcibly, and 
plainly inculcated ; <* Seek and ye ſhall find, 
« knock and it ſhall be opened unto you.” 


On Saviaur himſelf ſays, Which of 
« you, having a friend, ſhall go to him at mid- 
= night, and jay, friend, lend me three loaves : 
„ay unto you, be will not riſe and give 
« him, becauſe he is his friend; but becauſe of 
« his importunity he will give him as much as 
% be needeth.” 


Thus, 


= SERMON I. 


Thus, in an hour, dark and unſeaſonable, 
what friendſhip would refuſe, what common 

kindneſs would deny, importumity ſecures. — 
| Oh! remember the condition is eaſy—aſk 
| freely—it ſhall be given liberally. 


What, did not the tears, the ſighs, the 
anguiſh of this mother, obtain ? And did 


ſhe love her daughter with tenderneſs ſuperior 


to that we feel for the SouL—for its recovery, 


for its eternal welfare It is poſſeſſed with a 


dangerous, a deſtructive, a fatal malady—a 


malady, all our care, all our attention, all our 
knowledge, cannot heal: — Him then let us 
implore with unceaſing perſeverance, with 


vehement anxiety, with tender aſſiduities, 
who can alone bid theſe paſſions leave us, or 


remain with us in ſuch a degree, as ſhall be 


our health, and not our ſickneſs? He has 
power to deſtroy, who has power to ſave? 


He may deny, but he denies in mercy : He 


* 
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may refuſe but it is only for a ſeaſon, to try 
our faith, to exerciſe our patience ; but if we 
continue to exclaim, with eager hope, © Lord 
* help me —he will not reſiſt, but conſole 
us with this blefling ;—< Great is thy faith ; 
ebe it unto thee even as thou wilt.” 


FOR THE MAGDALEN. 

| How ſweet muſt be this hope to you, | 
| who have been poſſofſed with a ſpirit of ſuch | 
| damning nature, as not merely vexed your- | 
| elves, but ſcattered curſes and contagion 
all around you !—who, when deſerted by 
| all, forſaken by the partners of your guilt, | 
deſtitute of food, left, perhaps, to periſh | 
even by thoſe who once dearly loved, who 
' ought /i/ to love the repentant ſinner, are 
| here embraced with tenderneſs, relieved 

with comfort, taught with anxious care, | 
and led back with foſtering kindneſs into 

9 the 


| 


ö 


| 


| 
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the paths of happineſs and virtue. The | 


Public is your mother now, indulgent to- 


your wants, anxious for your recovery ; ſhe © 


Joins her gifts to her hopes, and cements 
them with her prayers. She, in earneſt 
interceſſions, continually exclaims, Lord 
help them. — Her perſeverance and her | 


love is not leſs for you than this mother 


of Canaan ſhewed for her daughter. 


Let me entreat, let me ſolemnly charge 
you to add your prayers to her's: God 
may may? — He vill hear them. There 
is more joy in Heaven over one ſinner that 
repenteth, than ninety and nine juſt per- 
ſons who need no repentance.* Fall low 


upon your knees—your ſolicitation=your 


tears — your anxiety—are moſt perſuaſive 
arguments at the Throne of Mercy. — 
Vour ſolicitation —your tears - your anxiety, 
awakened compaſſion here : Is God leſs 


meerciful 


SERMON I. 15 
merciful than man? Apply with fervent, 

perſevering hope, and you will receive 
this balm to heal your wounds: Great 
is thy faith ; be it unto thee even as thou | : 


Cort. 1 872 | nora 


And ſurely God's mercy is a blefling that 
deſerves to be ſought by the moſt affectionate 
importunity, the moſt anxious addreſs ? Shall 
we expect benefit pardon - mercy - unaſked, 
unſolicited? Shall we imagine a Prophet's 
hand is to be laid upon us, to cure our in- 
firmity . before we have waſhed in the river 
«« ſeven times? God has already betrayed 
abundant kindneſs, abundant condeſcenſion; 
he has provided himſelf a Lamb of Sacrifice, 
a Son of Love for the children of wrath. — 
He has publiſhed, peace and redemption, and 
its reaſonable conditions are, Aſk, and ye 
» ſhall have.“ 


Let 
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Let not temporary blandiſhments, the al- © 

lurements of an hour, make us forget what 
we owe to eternity. Let not the pangs of 
2 poſſeſſed daughter, which were but for a 
ſeaſon be deprecated with greater warmth, 


with more determined concern, with more 
perſevering diligence, than we deprecate ever- 
_ HLfting torments. If we call upon the Lord 

| he will hear us—he will deliver us from all 
our trouble—his goodneſs will ſatisfy us—he 
will give us his falvation—he will cheer us with 
comfort here—and crown us with happineſs 
hereafter. 


Now' to God, &c. 
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ST. LUKE, Chap. viii.— Ver. 8. 


— 


HE THAT HATH EARS TO HEAR LET HIN 
HEAR. | 


( Foo, who knew what was in Men, 
knew their ſlowneſs of apprehenſion, their 


groſſneſs of conception, their inadvertency, 
their love of pleaſure, their fear of retro- 
ſpect, the diſtraction of their cares — and 
knew too how violently each of theſe oppoſe 

| C 2 5 
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the knowledge of the Goſpel. The little 
ſucceſs it obtained in early ages, the revolt - 
from which it continually ſuffers now, are 
finely depictured in the PaRagLE or THE 


SOWER, 


* 


The diverſity of opinions, the diverſity of 
effect, the diverſity of influence, which ſtill 
reign among men on the ſubject of Religion, 
3 cannot be painted in a ſtronger light. 


Tuosx who hear with negligence, and at- 
tend with liſtleſſneſs, are juſtly compared to 
that wayworn path where © no ſeed can 
enter, but it is either trodden under feet, or 
the fowls of the air devour it.” 


Some do not merely hear, but embrace 
the Word—embrace! ! but with a tranſient 
paſſion, and as in common friendſhip, where 
there is a difficulty to ſurmount, or a temp- 
tation 
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tation to ſubdue, their reſolution falters, and 
their pretended affection ſinks into nothing. 
Theſe are compared to © ſowing upon ſtony 
* ground, where the ſeed ſprings up quickly, 
* but for want of moiſture as quickly falls 
e away.” = 


Others, become convinced how neceſſary 
it is to follow the precepts, to love the 
commands of their Gop. Convinced indeed t 
What conviction muſt that be, when the 
cares of this world, the deceitfulneſs of 
riches, ſo wholly engroſs their thoughts, that 
the trifling concerns of Religion are ſwallowed 


up and forgotten? 


Theſe are compared to ground which 
brings forth corn it is true; but © with ſo many 
** thorns and weeds, as check its growth, 
and defeat the hopes of harveſt.” Is there 

| C 3 not 
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not ſufficient reaſon then with our SAVIOUR 
emphatically to adviſe, = 


HE THAT HATH EARS TO HEAR LET 
HIM HEAR,” 


The obligations to -hearing Gop's Word 
ariſe both from - his authority and goodneſs : 
From his AUTHORITY, becauſe, as a Sove- 
reign Creator, he is entitled to our obedi- 
ence ; and © he who revealed his Will to the 
Fathers by the Prophets, hath, in theſe 
latter days, revealed it by the Goſpel of his 
„ Son- 


From his GOODNESS, ſince aſter weariſome 
and fruitleſs reſearches after happineſs, he 
in his Goſpel directs us to a happineſs, ſuited 
to the dignity, equal to the deſires of nature 
Shall his Goodneſs afford us light and truth, 
and we contemptuoſly reſuſe it? Shall his 

| condeſcenſion 
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condeſcenſion exhort, expoſtulate, perſuade, 
and we flight and diſregard it? Shall he ap- 
point his ſtewards to explain, enforce, apply 


to the conſcience of man, who vainly thinks 


himſelf at liberty to neglect or attend at 
pleaſure ? 


Were the Gofpel propoſed as ſome ſcheme 


of faſhionable philoſophy, ſome matter of 


ſpeculation, ſome new diſcovery of ſpiritual 
beings, ſome hypotheſis on virtue and immor- 
tality, a queſtion on myſteries, a remedy for 
natural infirmities, reſtleſs curiofity would 
find pleaſure in its purſuit, and acquire fame 


in its diſcuſſion ; but when it ſtretches beyond 


this, when eternal glories are painted for 


reward, eternal miſery for puniſhment, we 
hear but to forget, we know but to neglect, 
their blaze of light dazzles, perhaps, to ſtrike 
terror for a moment, but then vaniſhes for 
ever. . 


04 „ 
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The Ignorant are ever ready to aſk—how 
can they hear? From thoſe to whom Gop 
hath given the keys of knowledge -a merci- 
ful Creator will not require much, nor rigidly 

exact an account of talents not committed 
to our care; let them improve the know- 
ledge they have, with modeſt humility: It is 
ſincerity of heart eclipſes knowledge, and 
probity of manners 1s the ſovereign of vil. . 
dom. ; 
It is not through i ignorance of his duty that 
man offends ; every thin 8 neceſſary i is ſo clearly 
pointed out, that none can err where the 
eſſence of all Religion conſiſts : But there is 
a want of reflection, a negligence that muſt | 
be continually urged into action, that muſt be 
frequently and fervently admoniſhed into re- 
pentance. The terrors and mercies of Gop 
loſe, their influence by being inviſible and at a 
diſtance ; they muſt be drawn nearer to- our 
By 6 1 8 view. 
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| view.—Por this Purpoſe the Patriarch were 

as lights in a dark place. The Jews had their 

Prophets. CHRIST has given this univerſal 
command, that his - Goſpel ſhould be 


« preached in all the world to every creatute.” 
When wiſdom uttereth her voice, not to 


hearken to her counſel is not neglect, but 
contempt. When thou ſhouldſt receive un- 
derſtanding, not to bow thine ear, is not per- 
verſeneſs, but impiety. | 


It is true, the Temples of Gop are not 
entirely deſerted ; but how many bring there 
only the curious and fanciful ear, who make 
that, which ſhould improve their virtue, the 
ſubject of their criticiſm, and perhaps the 
. ſource of their mirth ? There are, in our days 
as of old, thoſe who hold mens perſons * 
in admiration, who eſteem the eloquence 
and not the authority of an AposTLE. One 
is of Paul, another of Apol Tos, another 

| of 
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of CEPHAS. But the deſign' of preaching is 
neither to gratify the curious, nor entertain 


the fanciful; it is to improve the morals, and 
to mend the heart. 
There are among us thoſe who come not 
to hear their own duty, but to obſerve how 
ö f | others. perform theirs, and fit not as GoD's 
people to receive inſtruction, but to decide, 
with proud ſuperiority, on points of diſpu- 
tation, elegance of language, or the trappings 
of ceremony. os: deen e of 


To the prejudiced and perverſe (for there' 
are ſuch hearers) what can be urged to rouze 
their conviction? Alas ! they, as the Jews, 
endure not the ſeverities of Jon the BAP- 
T1ST, and yet condemn the open and free 
converſation of our Saviour ! * Like chil- 
* dren in the market, calling to their fellows, 
55 they ſay, we have piped unto you, and ye 
have 
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<« have not danced ; we have mourned, and 
cc ye have not lamented.” S015 


The enlightened mind (as it is idly tiled) 
of modern times, ſteps beyond the hearing 
inattentively, to the not hearing at all. Man 
boaſts now ſo much of his own underſtanding, 
that he, truly, can hear nothing but what 
he already” knows, and leaves the Houſe of 
his Gop, becauſe he fancies his Miniſters 
have but equal, and perhaps talents inferior 
to his own. Have not ſome unexpected leſ- 
ſons of reproof and conviction ruſhed from 
the moſt illiterate lip, and ftruck us with 
more force than all the arts of addreſs, and the 
perſuaſions of eloquence ? Gop reproved one 
Prophet by a chip, and rebuked another by 
an Ass. To negle& nis TEMPLE from ſuch 
a motive, is to diſguiſe infidelity in the garb 
of wiſdom ; but to diſguiſe the beaſt ſo idly 


we 


- 
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we know him by his voice, though he would 
deceive us in the ſkin of a lions 


If theſe are to hear in vain, what qualifi- 
cations are neceſſary to hear effectually? — 
Reverence and humility. Without reverence 
public worſhip is ſolemn mockery—a con- 
temptuops pageant—a ſacrifice of fools. — 


Without humility of heart, which diſpoſes 


to compliance in faith and practice, public 
worſhip is but holy inſult. The 8 
Chriſtian will not raiſe curious doubt, nor 
bound Gop's knowledge by his own, nor 
meaſure Divine Will by human capacity. — 
He will impartially apply what he hears to 
his own breaſt—he will ſteadily reſolve a re- 
formation of manners. Every one, indeed, 
talks of reformation as a public benefit - pub- 
lic folly public madneſs—let it firſt become 


a private one—let each man reform him- 
ſelf, 
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ſelf, al chi the benefit will be ax, 
glorious, and com plete. 

How ready are we to condemngcrimes in 
others, and ſay with Davip to NATHan, 
« As the Loxp liveth, the man that hath 
done this ſhall ſurely die; but all are as 


ready to acquit their own conſcience, nor can 


brook the honeſt freedom of him, who, with 
the authority of Gop, boldly and juſtly ex- 
claims, . Thou art the man hear the Word, 
and ſome reproof will often ſtrike ſuch con- 
viction home; it is quick and powerful, and 
ſharper than a two-edged ſword. Hear, for 
hearing is ſubordinate to practice: Hear now, 
while to day is, leſt our own hearts. betray 
us; or, what is ſtill worſe, leſt Gop, in 
anger, make our crime our puniſhment, by 
rendering our ears ſo deaf * that they cannot 
hear, and our hearts ſo heavy that they may | 


not underſtand.— “ HE THAT HATH EARS 
. © 


E, 


*. 
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ToHEAR, LET HIM HEAR.” He that hear- 


eth, let him obey. He that obeyeth, let him 


perſevere. 
5 a 7 4 
And, to render our attention effectual, let 


our prayers be offered to HM, who is the 


ſole Author of every good gift, that he would 
lift our endeavours into bleſſings. All our 
labour without his help cannot avail—elo- 
quence is - filenced—attention deafened. — 


Paul may plant—AeoLLos may water—but 
it is Gop alone who gives the increaſe. 


4 


To whom, &c. 
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1 WILL ARISE AND GO TO MY FATHER, 
AND WILL SAY UNTO HIM, FATHER, 
I HAVE SINNED. | 


7 


To pathetic deſcriptions Virtue owes her 

beſt proſelytes.—Convinced of this, the Sons 

of Wiſdom have ever amuſed to improve the 

world, for the ſureſt method to fix the | un- | 

derſtanding i is to touch the heart. | 
D Our | 
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Oux SAVIOUR, therefore, ſpoke in para- 
bles, and in that of the PRo DIG ar has afforded 
ſuch a ſcope for inſtruction, ſuch a fund of 
entertainment, that he mutt be leſs than 
man who hears without * and growing 
wiſer by its events. 


A certain man had two ſons, and one of 
them ſaid — * 82 me the portion of goods 

that falleth to me; — and not many days 
after he gathered all together, took his jour- 
ney into a far country, and there waſted his 
ſubſtance with riotous living.” — Youthful 
folly thus madly rejected the advice of a 
parent — fled from the breaſt of domeſtic 
love before experience had feathered the wings 
of caution, and taught him where effe&ually 
to make his yeſt for 3 and enjoyment. 


How many fond fathers are thus treated 
by their children — who want nothing but 
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« the goods that falleth to them,” and then 
deſert when they ſhould ſuccour, and call 
forth tears of ſorrow inſtead. of tears of joy!! 
T hey know not what it is to part with a 
child themſelves, who has been cheriſhed 
with the pleaſing pangs of inquietude, 
watched over with tenderneſs and anxiety, 
feared for with trembling, hoped for with 
rapture.—So. dear was this Prodigal, and yet 
* he went into a far country.” Luxury was 
dearer to him than duty, for * he ſpent all 
in riotous living ; and then a mighty famine 
pervaded the land, and he began to be in 
 want;”—in want of filial affection, in want 

of filial reverence, in want of parental pro- 
tection, in want—as he deſerved to be—of 
common ſuſtenance to ſupport that nature he 
had debaſed. 


So Gop puniſhes child-like diſobedience, 
and binds under the arrow of ſome tyrant 
D2 - maſter, 
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maſter, him, who could not ſubmit to the 


yoke of an indulgent father. 


This gallant deſpiſer of his kindred's ſociety, | 


this gay waſter of his inheritance, whom 
nothing but ſplendour could allure, and mag- 


nificence delight, was reduced at laſt to 


become the ſlave of ſwine, and felt happy to 


ſatiate the agonies of hunger on the very 


huſks his new maſters refuſed Sunk to ſuch 
employment—racked by nature's wants—here 
was room for meditation even to madneſs ; 
his fortunes had rendered him vain, and ſtron g 
in conceit ; his fall ſhewed him the emptineſs 
he truſted to for gratification, and that all his 
ſtrength was weakneſs. 

The reflections his penitence made—for 
piety is the child of ſuffering. — The recom- 


penſe that penitence received, may teach thoſe 


whom affliftions have deeply wounded, and 


brought 


oY 
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brought nigh to the grave, that in no ſitua- 
tion ſhould man deſpair ; but while ſinking 
in the waters of miſery, if the reed he graſps 
gives way, let him catch at another to bear 
him up till the Providence of Gop lifts him 
to new life, preſerves him for new happineſs. 


His lamentation was, How many 
hired ſervants has my father, who have 
bread enough and to ſpare, while I periſh for 
hunger I 


What a ſelf-reproach was this 11 — How 
mournfully eloquent of his feelings and his 
humility ! and then, as if humility inſpired 
him with hope, he burſts forth into this 
reſolution : * I will ariſe and go to my father, 
and will fay unto him, Father, I have finned 
againſt Heaven, and before thee, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy fon, but make 
me as one of thy hired ſervants.” 

D 3 When 
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When a child kneels for forgiveneſs, cold 
and naked, weary and deſponding, waſted 
with hunger, and worn down with wretch- 
| edneſs, ſhew me a father's heart that would 
hot be melted, and I ſhould ſuſpect that it 
was not created by a Goa Gop who for- 
gives us all our crimes, takes us to his boſom, 


feeds us with the bread of comfort, and flakes 
our thirſt with the waters of joy. 


Our SAvIoOUR has painted the youth as 
purſuing his purpoſe, who, © yet afar off,” 
was perceived by his father, as if he had lin- 
gered with impatience to hear tidings of his 
long-loſt child, as if he watched with long- 


ing eyes his ſafety and his return :—© And 


when he ſaw him he had compaſſion on him, 
and ran and fell on his neck and kiſſed him.“ 
This was Chriſtian Love, this betrayed the 


varent and, the man.—Thus the F ather of 


EEO Mercy 


* 


* 
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Mercy meets his prodigal children, with * 
erm, with kiſſes of affeftion. 


To the handle addreſs of this penitent 
rebel, the fulneſs of a father's heart could at 
firſt give no anſwer ; but when utterance was 
allowed him, he bade the ſervants to 
bring forth the beſt robe, to put a ring on 
his hand, and ſhoes upon his feet—to kill the 
fatted calf, a ſacrifice to joy and forgiveneſs : 


« For this my ſon was dead, and is alive 
again, was loſt, and is found.” 


But this rapture was damped by the appear- 
ance of an elder brother, a prudent man, 
who if he had-vices they were not thoſe of 
extravagance, who, if he had vices, ſeems to 
have diſſimulation ſufficient ' to conceal them. 


The character ofthis elder brother appearsto 
have been that of worlaly wiſdom, with juſt ſenſe | 
D 4 | enough 
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enough to keep himſelf out of danger, but 
without ſoul enough to enjoy the eſcape of 
another with caution to abſtain from the 
appearance of crimes, but without compaſſion 
for the failings of human nature; the cold 
heart and heavy mind diſgraces the form we 
inherit the penitent ſinner is more glorious 
than the log- like ſaint, and that man, whoſe 
paſſions will not ſometimes ſink him to a fault, 
will never be raiſed to a virtue. 


In this inſtance, perhaps, his characteriſtic 
prudence forſook him ſince he angrily ex- 
poſtulated with his enraptured Sire - accuſed 
him of withholding from him, who had never 
diſobliged, even a kid to make merry with 
his friends: But as ſoon as this thy favourite 
was come—the favourite that devoured thy 
livin g with harlots, thou haſt killed for him the 
fatted calf !''—Such ſurely is not the language 
of a child, nor of a brother, nay, not of a 

| man : 
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man :—In common charity let us hope few 
| fuch inftances of a contracted ſpirit can be 
found, and that in real life the ties of kin- 
dred ſhall ſo bind us together, that, on the 
return of aPRODIGAL related to us by kindred, 
or the common claims of univerſal nature, 
we join in the ſongs of merriment, put on 
the robe of pity, the ring of love, and pour 
out the. blood of the fatted calf on the Altar 
of Mercy. 


“ Son, thou art ever with me, and all that 

I have is thine it was meet that we make 
merry, for this thy brother was dead, and is 
alive again, was loſt, and is found. Thus 
anſwered juftice, thus anſwered love — a 
| juſtice that honoured the man—a love that 
ſpoke the father—a juſtice that all ſhould 
aim at—a love that none can feel, who know 
not the agonies of a parent on filial diſobe- 

dience, 
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dience, and the joy that thrills thivn gh the 


| heart at the return of a 3 child. 


men in the ies « that all Thave is 
- thine,” is to be conveyed a leſſon of ſtrict 
impartiality, implying, that the juſtice of 

God. will never wreſt his mercies from thoſe . 
who do not flagrantly offend to confer them 
on the haſty penitent ; yet ſurely in worldly 
concerns Chriſtian goodneſs may endeavour 
to ſnatch a ſomething from the fortunes of 
one already affluent enough to lighten the 

wants of 2 imprudence. 


From this parable we / learn the long- 
ſuffering—the kindneſs the mercies of a 
| heavenly Father — that when vice allures, 

betrays and ruins us, repentance will point 
the road to that Manſion where we ſhall joy- 
fully be received—our wants ſupplied our 
lives ſupported—our prodigality forgotten. 

An 
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An earthly Father may Nerd too bow to 
receive that which was loſt. 


Too many (through a reſentment that 
cannot meet pardon either now or hereafter) 
have devoted their children to famine — 
miſery - deſtruction - and perhaps to a ſhame- 
ful death for ſome ſlight offence, or ſome 
weakneſs of nature—we are to forgive as 
we hope forgiveneſs—ſeventy times ſeven. 


Oh! if among us there is a callous breaſt, 
| that would leave a child to periſh, what- | 
ever be the crime, there are no curſes deep 
enough, no torments ſufficient, to puniſh 
it. 
If among us there is any youthful heart that 
pants to fly from the boſom that foſters it 
with care and delightful anxiety, let it ima- 
gine, by the father 8 agony of joy at the | 
return 
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return of a penitent what muſt be his agony 

_—_ grief on the diſobedience of a child—that 

| duty and love may henceforth intertwine with 

fondeſt affection around the Tree of Life, 

and its fruits be DOMESTIC HAPPINESS and 


RECIPROCAL LOVE. 


FOR THE MAGDALEN. 


In what lan guage ſhall I addreſs = 
what terms can your gratitude be raiſed to 
the parental arm of public mercy, that has 
held you with fond affetion—that cheers you 
with religious comfort — that heals your 
| wounded heart—that in the fulleſt ſenſe wel- 
comes your return, and kills for you the 
fatted calf ? — I would not break the bruiſed 
Reed, ye penitent Prodigals, ye daughters of 
affliction ; but ſurely your own feelings muſt| 
trace back the hours—when you left every 
joy and every happineſs to follow the phan- 
tom pleaſure—but none of you overtook it. 
Alas! 


—_——— 
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Alas! in your riotous living—you found 
that too many ſmiled with hearts of ſorrow, 
and wrung with inward agony even in the| 


— 
. 


midſt of merriment ! Was it for this you 
ſaerificed domeſtic love — virtuous hope — 
a FATHER, and a Gop ?—Here you are 
reſtored to all. —If you fall again—it were 
ſſuch an infatuation — that Charity herſelf 
would hardly throw away a wiſh upon you. 


To every parent here, let me for a moment 
| addreſs myſelf, and requeſt, that when your 
lown innocent children ſmile with playful 
wantonneſs, and warm your hearts with| 
. pleaſing pangs of pleaſure—remember that 
theſe daughters of miſery had parents too, 
who doated upon them with equal rapture, 
jhoped for them with fervour like your own, 
feared for them with as much anxiety, and 


* pang as deep as you could feel. Y 


To 


— — 


| 
| 
if 
| 
| 
| 
' 
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wonder they become ſo! 


/ 


/ 
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You, who have not yet known a mo- 


ther's feelings, but whoſe ſex ſhould more 


than pity the ſoft weakneſſes of nature, let 
me urge You never to feel your own -pride 
gratified in the fall of another, nor inſolently 
* thank Gop you are not as that Publican;“ 
would it not rather betray the amiable indul- 
gence of nature to forgive the firſt failings of 
a ſiſter's heart, nor, as it is but too often the 
caſe, firſt treat them as abandoned, and then 


It is not poſſible for me to leave this ſub- 


je& without warning every one here not to 
imitate that elder Brother, who, in the con- 


trated ideas of worldly prudence, forgot 


that he was a man: But when theſe peni- 
tents, with ſtreaming eyes and bleeding 


hearts, exclaim, ** I will ariſe, and go to my - 


Father, and ſay, I have ſinned receive 


them 
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them with parental j oy, and exult * that they 

were dead, but are alive again—were loſt, 
but are found. * 


4 


Now to God, &c. | 
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PROVERBS, Chap. xxviii.—Ver. 20. 


% A FAITHFUL MAN SHALL ABOUND 
WITH BLESSINGS.” 


= oa 2 


Is the liſt of characters great minds are 
emulous of, the proud name of PATRIOT 
ſtands the foremoſt—we venerate the M- 
MoRY—worſhip the very s0UND of it 
but we have idly confined the FAME of it 
to thoſe, who in ſtate policy and maxims 

E 2 of 
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of Government, appear to excel—while, like 
every other virtue, every man may aſpire to, 
every man may reachit. He who loves, he who 

| ſerves his CouN TR, from the Monarcn 
that weilds the Sceptre to the poor PEAsANT 
who tills. the ground that feeds him, is equally 

a PATRIOT.—PATRIOTISM is Chained to 

no profeſſion to no ſtation to no rank : — 
He may claim it who benefits — he may 
claim it who embelliſhes ſociety. ** Ir 7s 


the faithful man who abounds with Bleſſings.” 


Will it be thought arrogant to ſketch the 
portraits of ſome to whom this name, proud as 
it is, juſtly belongs? Let me point it out to 
each of you, that, with integrity of heart 
and honeſt zeal, each man may, in his ſtation, 
demand it as his own, and reverence it in 

others. | | 

That Moxakch is 2 PATRIOT who 
. wiſhes not to cruſh the rights he has ſworn 


to 
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to preſerve, who, elated by no ſplendour, 
feels equally the will and power to make his 
people happy—who forgets not the dignity 
of his kingdoms to be his own—whoſe juſtice 
is tempered by mercy—who in public is the 
ftrongeſt pillar of ſociety - who in * is 
its richeſt ornament. 


That PRINCE isa PATRIOT whoſe ſuavity 
of manners waves over his fellow ſubjects 
like his own graceful plumes — under whoſe 
| feathers arts and ſcience. are foſtered—whofe 
heart never heaves ſo deep a ſigh as when 
it -wants the power to cheriſh merit, or to 
ſooth diftreſs. ; 


That STATESMAN is a PATR1oOT., who, 
partial to no ſyſtem, above mere perſonal 
diſtinctione, uninfluenced by an uſeleſs ambi- 
tion, or the glare of intereſt — plans with 
caution — executes with boldneſs — neither 
anxious to gain, nor dreading to loſe the 

E 3 phantom 


—_— 
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phantom popularity — who, in moments of 
tranquillity, neither ſlumbers nor fleeps — 
who, in hours of danger, Rides in the whirl- 
wind, and dire the orm.“ 


| That MEMBER OF THE SENATE is a 
PATRIOT, who bribed by no promiſe—awed 
by no threat, decides as conſcience dictates ; 
purſues with alacrity that duty he has anxi- 
ouſly ſolicited to perform; and though his 
talents may not be ſplendid, nor his know- 
ledge extenſive, yet, while integrity guides 
his ſilent vote, and modeſt zeal enforces his 
attention, that man's virtue ſhall riſe higher 
than his, whoſe eloquence, like a torrent, 
ruſhes on but to break through—pours its 
waters but to overwhelm—who oppoſes from 
diſappointment—and who, mad to rule, is 
never contented to obey—who acknowledges 

no wiſdom but his own—and accuſes, when 


* 
f he 
P * 
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he feels that be himſelf would be unable to | 
reſiſt. PETE 

To theſe the name of PATRIOT is fami- 
liar—and what leſs is the MacisTRATE ? 
who with a fervour as high, a heart as pure, 
exccutes the laws already framed ; who, like 
the ancient ſymbol of his office, is blind to 
perſonal attachments, and with an even hand 
diſtributes juſtice—pleaſed rather to amend 
than puniſh—happier to adjuſt diſputes, than 
to diſplay power—firm, when firmneſs is 
virtue—ready to calm the madneſs of the- 
people—but prepared to refiſt it—a bulwark 
againſt oppreſſive violence—the great man's 
ſecurity—the poor man's ſhelter. 


Perhaps, from modern pretenders to PI- 
 LoSOPHY (who have little more of it than the 
name) PuriLosoPHY may be degraded, but it 
muſt riſe again to its meridian ſplendour. — 

E 4  PayILosopnHy 
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PHr1LOSOPHY neither aims at the deſtruction of 


Government, the ſubverſion of order, nor 


the overthrow of Religion: In its fulleſt 
ſenſe, it is the love of nature, wiſdom and 
order; it eaſes induſtry—poliſhes ornament, 
ennobles truth—whateyer contributes to the 
benefit and happineſs of man is philoſophical; 
he who makes the benefit and happineſs of 

man is a philoſopher—the PRILOSOPEHER 


then muſt be a PATRIOT. 


Though a PrizsT's greateſt pride is his 
humility—though his higheſt bleſſing is his 


content—ſtill he may aſpire to be a PATR1oT, 
and let him glory in the ſacred name, if nerved 


by boldneſs—or decked by perſuafion—he 
reſtrains the uplifted arm of vice—points out 
the path to virtue—heals the broken heart 
with comfort—ſooths the wounded ſpirit 


and lifts the ſoul of man to meet its Gop— 


who knows the ſacred duties he muſt guard, 
| who 
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who will not wege ho dares not profane 
them. * 


MM BERS oF CORPORATE BopIESs — 
entruſted by the confidence of departed ſaints 
with charitable and uſeful funds who religi- 
ouſly apply what was ſecurely bequeathed— 
who place themſelves as it were in the ſeat 
of thoſe they certainly repreſent, and diſ- 
penſe, as they imagine, the departed would 
have diſpenſed hat are theſe but Pa TR TRIOTS, 
men whoſe own integrity throws a luſtre on 
the beneficence of other? N 


— 


2 
„ — 4. "SET 


And ſhall the Man or Commerce be 
excluded from this glorious title ? — Who 
benefits ſociety more ? — Who contributes 
more to nouriſh induſtry—to ſupport the 
exigencies of the ſtate ?—Let his dealings 
be fair—his character unim peachable—and he 
is indeed a PATRIOT. 

. We 
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We may deſcend ſtill lower, even to HI 
whoſe heavy labour contributes to the eafe 
and ſupplies the wants of luxury who bears 
his ſtation as becomes a man- led by no 
furious zealot to diſturb the public peace, 
but quiet and inoffenſive, walking in the 
path which Providence has led him to, 
neither envying what he cannot compaſs, 
nor murmuring at that Gop, who beſt con- 
ſults the happineſsof all. He knows every man 
is his equal as mere man, though the nature, 
as well as the intereſt of ſociety demand 
that there ſhould be different ſtations, and 
that in THIs COUNTRY all /in the only reſpect 
they can be ſo) are equal, governed by the 
fame laws, amenable to the ſame puniſh- 
ments, protected by the fame power, that 
the MAN in the palace, and the MAN in the 
cottage, is equally bound to the ſame obedi- 
ence, equally reſtrained from oppreſſive vio- 


lence, equally ſheltered from injuſtice, equally 
lord 
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lord of his own poſſeſſions. In domeſtic 
concerns—the care of child ren—their nur- 
ture—their education diffuſing good prin- 
ciples—guarding againſt bad impreſſions— 
alÞ theſe are acts of PATRIOTISM. 


I have purpoſely omitted to claſs Hos 
as PATRIOTS, who, braving the dangers of 
the deep, or toiling through a foreign land, 
meet death in all its dreadful ſhapes, but, 
undaunted, ruſh on with ardour to oppaſe 
their country's enemies, and, emulous of 
_ deſerving well, feel not the ſmart of wounds, 
the miſeries of war, cold, watchfulneſs, 
fatigue, nay, famine, and for our ſafety forget 
their own—who have done more, have left 
behind them all their hearts valued, - the 
dear pledges of paternal affection, the liſping 
comforts of a father's love—have left them, 
unprotected, perhaps, without food to nou- 
riſn, raiment to warm, without hope to 

ſooth 
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footh their diſtreſs, or medicine to heal their 
| fickneſs ! Tell me, is there one loud -tongued 
boaſter, one noiſy orator of patriotiſm, ever 
felt a pang to equal theirs? And for what 
have they deſerted the fondeſt images of do- 
meſtic comfort ?—for you—for their country. 


Happy country, under fuch protection — 
happy protectors, whoſe grateful fellow- ſub- 
ʒjects have ſtepped forward fo nobly to alleviate 
the calamities of war, to protect the deſerted 
wife and helpleſs innocents. 


May aſk, without ſtumbling on offence, 
oh! IJ will not doubt it - but entreat you, for 
a noble example has already riſen, large in 
extent, and high from its promoters, to add 
your bounty, for relieving the wants, and 
cheering the wretchedneſs of thoſe families, 


whoſe fathers are fighting our battles, and, 
| perhaps, 
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| perhaps, at this moment dying in our FU 


fence. 


Oh! think how the agonies of the dying 
moment may be heightened by the reflection, 
that the ſoldier leaves all his heart holds 
dear, perhaps | to periſh for want, and double 
grief by penury !. 


In this view of his ſoul's union upon earth 
with ſome kindred ſpirits it delights to mingle 
with, death is dreadful indeed when it ſtrikes 
between them. How many unfiniſhed pur- 
' poles may it diſappoint, that were meant for 
the comfort or fervice of thoſe he loved, 
when allowed no time to compleat his inten- | 
tional gratitude, or give perfection to his 
unripened labours.— Who, even among the 
boldeſt and the beſt, could feel an heart at eaſe, 
when heaving the laſt ſigh over the remem- 
brance of ſome beloved object who deſerved 
| his 


62 SERMON Iv. 
his tenderneſs, was entitled to his protection; 
but whom he is compelled to leave to ſtrug- 
gle with the bitterneſs of want, and acquaint 


herſelf with the licentiouſneſs of re proach, 
contempt, and inſult ? 


Or can there be a ſtrength in human 
wiſdom, in human courage, to ſuſtain the 
dying parent, whoſe heart is tortured with 
the burning uncertainty of what ſhall be- 
come of his helpleſs children, expoſed or- 
phans, to an unpitying world, without guide, 
without ſupport, — — is 


Oh ! eaſe, by your beneficence, his burſting 
heart, become a father to the fatherleſs, an 
huſband to the widow ; nor let us ſee in our 
ſtreets the widow of the brave lamenting with 
equal grief, the father ſhe cannot recall, the 
children ſhe can no longer ſuccour—** weep- 
ing and wailing, and refuſing to be com- 

forted.” 
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forted. —Let us hear no more this exclama- 
tion : © Thy ſervant, my huſband, is dead; 
by night on my bed I ſought him whom my 
ſoul loveth : I ſought him, but he was no 
where to be found ; in my houſe is neither 
food nor raiment now—deſolate and wanderers 


we muſt beg our bread with thoſe hands we 
once diſpenſed it.” 


« Have pity on her, oh! my friends, for 
the hand of the LorD hath touched her.” — 
Shall ſhe ſay, Save me, oh! Gop; for the 
waters are come in even to my ſoul!” And 
will you not reply, in the words of Joſeph— 
e ſtand in the place of Gop—I will nouriſh 
you and your little ones? — Shall ſhe, with 
looks of unutterable anguiſh, aſk you“ To 
turn, and have mercy on her, for ſhe is deſo- 
late and in miſery,” and be refuſed the mercy 
ſhe pleads for? — Impoſſible ;—you will ex- 
claim with Jos ;—*© Did I not weep for thoſe 

that 


| 
| 
{ 
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that were in trouble? Was not my foul 


_ grieved for the poor.? I made them to forget. 


their miſery, and remember it only as waters 
that paſs away.” 


Among the many virTuEs to which 
PATRIOTISM lays a claim, compaſſion is 
not the leaſt, and theſe are, perhaps, the 
greateſt objects of it. — THEsE — but your 
own feelings muſt be all- eloquent let them 
plead for the deſerted wife and helpleſs 


innocents. 


It remains now merely to infer—if active 
virtue —diffuſive benevolence—uſeful labour, 


unaffected piety, watchful juſtice—fincere, 


quiet, but not ſlaviſh obedience ; if zealous 
induſtry benefit our country, they are all 
acts of Patriotiſm, and he only can forfeit 
his right to it who neglects to cultivate them, 
or by pretending to claim what he does not 
poſſeſs, throw a ridicule and diſgrace on 


the name of PATRIOT. 
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SERMON V. 


* 


1 SAMUEL, Chap. iii.— Ver. 13. 


HIS SONS MADE THEMSELVES VILE, AND 
HE RESTRAINED THEM Nor. 


; love of our children is the orna- 
ment of nature—it is the zeſt of enjoyment— 
it is the ſolace of diſtreſs ; their looks—their 
words—their actions move every fibre of 
our hearts; their little miſeries become our 


F 2 2 OWN 


„ 

own—their ſmiles diffuſe a glow of rapture 
which baffles all deſcription.— The force of 
natural affection derives its ſtrongeſt effect, 
from that care and patience Which ſupports 
the wants and helpleſſneſs of infancy : Fond- 
neſs then becomes not only pardonable, but 


beautiful, and to this charming weakneſs 
we owe the firſt bleſſings of life, 


Let not him pretend to humanity who is 
not moved more by the pangs of innocence, 
or its purer triumphs, than all the louder 
woes of manhood, or its refined enjoyments, 


Unhappily indeed, like every other paſſion, 
parental love has its extremes, and inſtead 
of exalting nature, ſinks it into weakneſs, 
and debaſes it into vice. When love be- 
comes criminal indulgence, it involves with 
it ſuch fin and miſery, that the mere recital 
of its effects would ſtrike every paternal 


breaſt 
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breaſt with horror. — Je Lord aid to 
Samuel, behold I will do a thing in Iſrael; at 15 
which the ears of every one that heareth it ſhall 
tingle. In that day I will perform againſt ELI 
all things which I have ſpoken concerning his 
. houſe ; when 1 begin, I will alſo make an end; 
fer I have told him that I will judge his houſe 
for ever, for the iniquity that he knoweth, for 
his ſons made themſelves vile, and he reſtrained 
them not ; and therefore have I ſworn to the 
Houſe of Eli, that the” miquity of Elis Houſe 
ſhall not be purged with ſacrifice nor offering for 


3, 


ever. 


How firm how folemn—is this denunci- 
ation! What was the crime the aged ELI 
had committed? He had not grown grey in 
luxury added impotence to age by exceſs— 
inveighed againſt his Gop, or profaned his 
Temple his life had been a calm but paſſive 
obedience quiet and inoffenſive temperance, 

3 plain 
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plain uneffected piety. Did Gop viſit for 
this? No; but Gop requires more — active 
virtue — vigilant exertions.— EL1 was pure 
himſelf; But hs ſons made themſelves vile, and 
Be reſtrained them not. —80 ſevere was the 
ſentence that Samuel feared to ſhew ELI 
the viſion, till he adjured him thus : — 
« God ds fo to thee, and more alſo, if thou hide 
any thing from me of all the Lord hath ſaid to 
thee.” —** And when-he told him every whit, 
and hid nothing from him,” with that pious 
reſignation which had marked his life, he 
lifted up his eyes to Heaven, and exclaimed, 


« Tt is the LorD, let him do what ſeemeth 
-him good.” 


Can the government of children be ſtronger 
enforced ? Can the neceſſity of moulding the 
infant heart be pleaded more forcibly ? Can 
the judgment on our neglect be painted more 
Horribly than in the ſentence of ELI? If a 
life 
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life of piety unde viating piety could not 
ſhield the Prophet from God's anger, what 
ſhall we plead? we, who are ſeldom con- 
tented to /e our ſons vile, and net refrain 
them; but with a bold exertion, as if emu- 
lous of ſtill more dreadful puniſhments, we 
| lead them on to vice by our converſation, gild 
infamy with our wit—enforce it by our ex- 


_ ample, 


An eminent heathen has deſcribed the 
parents of his time enjoying therr little ones 
* as playthings, with an idle mirth and jollity, 
66 forgetting the part they are to at—the 
«: virtues they owe ſociety— that they are to 
« repreſent themſelves; but ſhould misfortune 
s reach them, they are immediately drenched 
t in exceſſive ſorrow ; ſuch a ſorrow is not 
the effect of loyve—that paſſion is regular 
c and diſcreet—but of ſelf-weakneſs, barely 


« tinged with natural affeQion, which makes 
.F4 their 


* 


c 
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« their. grief as barbarous and extravagant, 


« as the neglect of their education has been 
&* cruel and criminal.” 


Would to Gop—improved as the world 
calls itſelf—we had not thoſe amongſt us, of 
whom this picture is too ſtriking a reſem- | 
blance ! We cannot change nature, we cannot 
force the innate bent of mind : Perhaps not, 
at leaſt we will not diſpute it; but, by pro- 
per education, by diffuſing knowledge, we 
can heighten good qualities, and artificially 
transform the defects, and the errors of nature, 
into graces and ornaments. f 


Let us ſuppoſe for a moment, that it is 
not our duty to train up children in the way 
they ſhould go; but that we are at liberty 
to let their talents ruſt in ignorance, or poliſh 
them by inſtruction, at our pleaſure ; that 
we owe no deference to Gop's commands 

on 
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on this ſubject; that we owe nothing to 
ſociety, but that our attention or neglect reſts 
with ourſelves, ſtill our interęſt would — 
out the * we are to purſue. 


Let me draw the picture of him who is 
| ' nurtured by the tender, but not too indulgent, 
care of an affectionate parent—we ſhall ſee 
him, when juſt blooming into manhood, 
already his companion and his friend, never 
looked on without joy—never obliged without 
gratitude—never thought on without tender- 
neſs— never hearkened to without wonder 
his manlineſs of heart exceeded only by his 
ſweetneſs and humanity - whoſe own joys are 
dulled by others affliction — whoſe private 
ſorrows are cheered by others proſperity — 
taught not merely to forgive enemies, but 
to forget the name of .injuries—in public the 
defender of peace—good order—decency— 
and every ſocial virtue. In domeſtic life a 


guardian 
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guardian —a friend —a pillar of comfort a 
promoter of piety. What parent is there but 
muſt triumph in a child like this ! How his 
breaſt will glow with noble exultation when 
it exclaims, ſuch it my offspring ! 


But how low muſt his hopes fall, who in 
his riſing offspring finds neither pride nor 
intereſt ; who, if the negle& of reproof, ad- 
vice and education, aroſe from tender indul- 
gence, finds his tenderneſs rewarded with 
churliſhneſs and contempt — who ſees his 
name diſgraced 'by qualities' on which he 
fondly built his hopes, abſurdly raiſed his 
expectations; and, perhaps — what nature 
ſhudders at—hated—avoided—and wiſhed 
dead—by him—to whom he had given life— 
from whoſe virtues he had idly flattered him- 
ſelf his old age would find endearing com- 
fort, and his memory be tranſmitted with 
Honour ! Such a wretch (and too many ſuch 


thete 
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there are, from early neglect) ſees all things 
obliquely ; in public concerns he is turbu- | 
lent—inconſiderate—inflexible and miſchiev- 
ous ; in private, raſh—improvident—unap- 
peaſed and tyrannical. Such a wretch be- 
comes not leſs a curſe to the world, than to 
him who ſuffered “ him to become vile, and 
reſtrained him not.” 


It were till poſſible to draw a darker 
picture of calamities attending the neglect of 
early education, and deſcribe what dreadſul 
events may happen to our children from 
depravity of heart unchecked from obſtinacy 
of nature unreſiſted that we in agony of 
foul on the infamy and—greadful thought ! ! ! 
deſerved untimely death of a child, may ex- 
claim with the royal mourner, Oh ! Ab- 
ſalom, my fon Abſalom, my ſon, my ſon:“ 
but I forbear to wound your feelings. — I 
would not think you inſenſible.Inſenſible to 

thoſe 
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thoſe nature teaches us to hold dear? Im- 
poſſible - that were to think you monſters— 
but forget not, that negligence has been 
miſtaken for tenderneſs—forget not that the 
youthful mind, like the fattened ſoil, if it 
benot cultivated—nurtured—attended-- grows 
wild and cheerleſs ; that the ſame ſun, which 
animates flowers into beauty, ſtrengthens | 
weeds into vigour—noxious weeds, which, 
while they diſguſt the eye, weaken the ſoil 
that reared them.—Porget not the judgment 
of Eh. 


If our own comfort our pride - our inte- 
reſt- if the comfort the pride the intereſt 
of ſociety if the command of Gop be dear 
to you—let not your children © make them- 
ſelves vile, and you reſtrain them not.“ 


And what are theſe? Are not theſe your 
children too? Do not the comfort — the 
pride 


— 
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pride the intereſt of ſociety—demand you 
to exert your tenderneſs toward them - their 
miſery, undeſerved, entitles them in every 
good man to find a father. Too little is the 
ſcanty pittance Providence allots their natural 
parents - too little is that for the ſupport of 
life. Who is there ſhall lay claim to the in- 
heritance of the common Father of us all ? 
Who ſhall dare to think the yoo are not the 
common children of us all ? | 


From you, YOUNG MEN, who feel the bleſ- 
ſings of knowledge, who have been reared 
in indulgence, watched with carefulneſs, and 
nurtured in eaſe, from you I claim ſupport 
for theſe poor innocents—who are ſtill igno- 
rant—who know no-indulgence—whoſe in- 
fancy is toil, and, but for your ſupport, whoſe 
manhood may be wretchedneſs and infamy. 


To 
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To yov, whoſe youth and ſex betray the 
tenderneſs of nature—whoſe form is enlivened 


by the touch, and moiſtened by the tears of 


mercy - to you I need not appeal; you were 
given to ſoften miſery—to comfort misfor- 
tune—to footh diſtreſs ; and if you can reſiſt 
theſe feelings now, you muſt renounce the 
principles of your nature. | 


To you FATHER8—as good Citizens—as 
good men—to you I offer theſe children as, 
 deſſtitute—as, in the path of the vile — till in- 
ſtructed by your beneficence, and reproved 
by that inſtruction, you teach them the ways 
of goodneſs. Oh! be a father to them who, 
in this reſpect, are fatherleſs—orphans in for- 
tune—outcaſts from proſperity—and who, but 
for you, muſt periſh, perhaps, in ſhame;—feed 
them with the bread of inſtruction—ſflake 
their thirſt at the waters of knowledge— 
and, I truſt, the time will come when 
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vou may exultingly exclaim, theſe are my 
children.” 


& 


To you MoT HRS I appeal, and bid you aſk 
your hearts this queſtion : * Is the little 
innocent, who ſmiles comfort in my face, 
who looks happineſs into my ſoul—whoſe 
little wants I luxuriantly ſupply — whoſe 
opening mind I carefully guard—for whom I 
hope with terror—for whom I fear with 
agony—whoſe wiſhes I labour to indulge 
with all the amiable weakneſſes of love—is 
this innocent I dote on dearer to me than theſe 
children to their mothers. 


It muſt be a prodigy indeed that can daſh 
from a mother's breaſt all the fond records of 
tenderneſs nature ſtamped there! Can po- 
verty be that prodigy ?—lt rather ſtrengthens 
a mother's affection, for it adds the gnawing 
8 fears 
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fears of every ill, it anticipates misfortune, 
and when maternal fondneſs claſps the infant 
to her breaſt, how much deeper muſt the 
ſhaft of miſery ſtrike, when apprehenſion 
feathers the arrow of love ! | 


[- Some of theſe children claim ſuperior 
protection; it is not weakneſs of nature, it 
is ignorance that crowds our ſtreets with poor 
deluded wretches, who ſmile to betray, who 
allure: with hearts of ſforrow—who become 
ſnares to your own children, a ſatire on your 
ſex, a diſgrace to human nature ! Shall it 
be ſaid, a mother of one of theſe innocentsz 
through a want of inſtruction, ſhall meet her - 
child abandoned to all the crimes and hor- 
rors of proſtitution, while you can lead them 
to virtue ?—Shall it be faid, that, through a 
want of knowledge, any of theſe children 
ſhall be driven to crimes which may deluge 


- 


your 
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your country in blood, or, by injuring 


ſiociety in any other reſpect, draw upon 


them a ſhameful death here—a dreadful life 
hereafter ! Imagine the parent of one of theſe 
hovering over a child, devoted to deſtruction, 
his life forfeited to his country, and about to 
launch into eternity, ſhould you not exclaim, 
Would I could work a miracle, and fave 
| a ſoul from death?” Let your beneficence 
now work this miracle; by inſtruction you 
will fave a ſoul alive, 

It is enough for theſe poor deſtitute chil- 
dren to ſtruggle through the common miſe- 
ries of life, toil, labour, diſappointment ! - 
Eaſe the burthen, by teaching them a re- 
liance on Gop; give them through know- 
ledge to endure patiently, and teach them to 
hope reward and happineſs hereafter.— And, 


oh ! my Go, the Gop of all mercy, ſhower 
- down 
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down. thy blefling on us all; teach us to 9 
the conduct, and avert the judgment of EL I, 


and as thou haſt compaſſion upon us, chat 


we alleviate. the neceſſities of others, 
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ST. PAUL ro Tu ROMANS, 
Chap. x. Ver. 15, 16. 


AND HOW SHALL THEY PREACH UNLESS 
THEY BE SENT, AS IT 18 WRITTEN, 
How BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF 
THEM THAT PREACH THE GOSPEL OF 
PEACE, AND BRING GLAD TIDINGS OF 
GOOD THINGS? BUT THEY HAVE Nor 
ALL OBEYED THE GOSPEL, 


Fra. and infirm as our nature is, on 
whom fhculd we rely but on that God, whoſe 
Wiſdom is pure and infinite, unſullied by 

G3 paſſions, 


a | | „5 
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i unbounded by mortality, — | 
with whom our ſtrength is weakneſs, and our 
judgment error? And though he beſtowed = 
upon us a power to act, and a foul to judge, 
yet, knowing our infirmities, he gave his SW 
as our example, and ordained holy men to 
guide us through our labyrinth of errors. 


That Son, our bleſſed Saviour and 
REDEEMER, commanded his Apoſtles, to 
* go and teach all nations ad the HoLy 
| - GnosrT infuſed into. their boſoms a Divine 


8 pirit, whereby they were able to diſcern 
the works of righteouſneſs, to follow and to 
| | teach them. Nor was this Spirit infuſed into 
| _ them alone, but graciouſly -delivered down to 
ſucceeding Paſtors, that the WorD of Gop 
might flouriſh, and his praiſe be echoed | 


COLT ETD 2 2 


through all nations. 


From 


| 


From this OE the Officers of the bleſſed 


— "a at this time derive their power of 


teaching, exhorting, and praying; nor is it 
unneceſſary, but abſolutely eſſential for ſuch 
. Miniſters to be conſecrated and ſanctified, as 


_ -Gop himſelf teaches us, by commaniding 


that © Aaron and his Sons ſhould be anointed, pou 


conſecrated; and ſanctified, that they might 
miniſter unto him in the Prieſt's Office” - 
Ihe puniſhment of Uzziah, for darin g to 
burn incenſe without being conſecrated, is 7 
another convincing proof of this neceſfity. 
St. Paul admoniſhes Timothy & not to neglect 
the gift that is in him, which was given him 
by prophecy, and with. the laying on of the 
hands of the Preſbytery,” _ 


Yet man ſhall. deny this authority; and 
aſſume a power of teaching unſanctified; 
nay, draw down a merit from that very cauſe 
64 which 
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which will not fail © böngemn them; for 
how ſhall they preach unleſs they be ſont?” 
And how are they ſent, unleſs they. are 
| 2 *** and ine ? | 


* or ends this'1 Rl A curficient reaſon for 

adminiſtering the 'Goſpel, as external ſigns, 
without the afliſtance of the Holy Spirit, 
would be vain and futile; but a zeal for 
extending the Works of the Almighty, for 
his Honour, and for his Praiſe, is at once 
| laudable and glorious; and this zeal is that 
Spirit which ſtimulates us to exhort, admo- 
niſh, and convince Gid ignorant, the 1 — 
and 50 unwary. | | 


This * too e burſts into a 
torrent of enthuſiaſm and bigotry, leaving us 
to lament that humility of. Doctrine our 
Saviour recommended, and which he 
deigned Himſelf to practiſe; ſeldom. did 


* 
a, | 
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ue. dailies the dreadful ſentence to unre- 


pending [finners, ſeldom did ze dreſs their 


was peace “ L even I, am he that com- 


forteth you.” The finner came not to him 


for denunciations; he threatened not, but 
exhorted; he menaced not, but pitied the 


unhappy ; he beamed the gleams of mercy = 


and forgiveneſs; he taught the ſuppliant 
limbs to hope, and freed the lifted hands 


and ſupplicating eyes from ſorrow and deſpait. pair. 


Thele are examples for boaſted" bigotry to 
wonder at- for enthuſiaſh to admire: Theſt 
are examples for man to imitate. 


Tt is not that there will be no judgment; 


it is not that unatoned impiety will be for- 


given but that man miſerable man may 


be raiſed from the brink of deſtruction by 


promiſed bleſſinge—that he may bs ſhewn 
thoſe Werke: which await on repentance. — 
— Such 


puniſhments in all their horrors, +5 voice 


* 
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Such a dodrine exceeds the A ie of dant-, 
nation, as much as eternal happineſs exceeds 
eternal miſery: For beautiful are the feet 
of them that preach the Goſpel of peace, 
| * * — ms of good: things.” 8 


When ſuch i is the Pie for glad tics, 
I as can delight in the paths of ſorrow, and 
ho would facrifice to miſery at the Altar 
of Peace? He comes the SAVIOUR of the 
world, and not the tormentor.— Then was 
the wilderneſs and the ſolitary places glad 
the deſert rejoiced, and bloſſomed as a roſe.” 


To warn and exhort is a duty incumbent 


on the Miniſterial Office. To lay before 
impiety the puniſhments that are denounced 
on impenitence to expoſe guilt in its true 
colours and to paint deſtruction in all her 
terrors: Theſe indeed are fitting theſe may 
ſnatch the ſinner from the very brink of 


miſery — 5 


= 
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E miſery—theſe -may awaken the recollection 
of the unwary—and ſtop the careering hand 
of bold impiety. Unceafing miſrry and 
ſorrow are not for the children of Gop, even 
in their mortal capacity — and he deigns to 
fay, 1 will be a Father to Jou, and ye 
ſhall be my children. 


15 Mere opinions and conjectures are by no 
means to be announced they muſt be con- 
gruous with thoſe of the Goſpel: For we 
preach not ourſelves, but CuxrIsT 'Jesvs the 
Loxp ;”—and that Goſpel enjoins us to hope, 
and repenting, to inſure ourſelves forgiveneſs; 
that Goſpel commands us to ſpeak, and' to 
exhort, and to rebuke with all au an in 
meekneſs and! in * 


e to ay e whoſe Teachers 
knowledge is ignorance—whole zeal is enthu- 
| faſmwand whole eternity is damnation. — 
| For 


„ SERMON Vt 


« For if any man teach otherwiſe than . 8 
Goſpel allows, and conſent not to wholeſome 
words, even the words of our Lox b Jzsvs 
_ CnxisT, and to the doftrine which is ac- 
cording to godlineſs, from fuch withdraw. 
thyſelf ; for godlineſs with contentment- is 


great gain.” 


As bigotry, on the one hand, is neither 
conſonant with reaſon, nor authorized by the 
|  Gaſpel—the cold lips of negligence, on the 
other, draw down on themſtlves a curſe. — 
Much greater are the puniſhments that await 
on thoſe who have profaned the Miniſtry : 
« And they have not all obeyed the Golpel ;” - 
for ſome have departed the faith, giving heed | 
to ſeducing ſpirits and doctrines of devils— 
ſpeaking lies in hypocriſy—having their con- 
ſciences ſeared with an hot iron. They do not, 
as St. Paul in fincerity of heart confeſſes 
himſelf, * Give no offence in any thing fo 
. that 


that the Miniftry be blamed, but in all things 


Wy 


approving himſelf the Miniſter of Gon, in 


patience, in afflictions, in neceſſities, in diſ- 
treſſes, in ſtripes, in impriſonments, in tumults, 


in labours, in watching, in faſting, by pure- 


_ neſs, by knowledge, by long-ſuffering, by 


kindneſs, by the Holy Ghoſt, by love un- 


feigned, by the word of truth, by the power 
of Gov, by the armour of righteouſneſs on 
the Right-hand and on the left, by honour 
and diſhonour, by evil report and good report, 


as deceivers, and yet true, as unknown, and 


yet known, as dying, and behold we live, 


as forrowful, yet always rejoicing, as poor, 


yet making many rich, as having nothing, 
and yet poſſeſſing all things. Can every one 


lay his hand on his boſom, and ſay this with 
the Apoſtle ? Let man, imperfe& man bluſh 
. while he confeſſes himſelf unworthy. . 
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* | ; 
But the ignorance or impiety of heir. 1 


can by no means afford an excuſe for you to 


ſwerve from. your duty —Frail as our nature 
is, weak as mortals axe, it is no work of 
admiration that even thoſe who are choſen 
for Guides ſhould lead the unwary through” 
the paths of miſery to deſtruction ! but 
having the light of the Goſpel to guide, the 
example of a SAv10uR to perſuade them —, 
this; frailty, and this mortality, will : avail 
them nothing, when brought before that 
dreadful Tribunal, when the hearts of all are 
opened here eternal ecſtacies of happineſs 

preſent themſelves to the ſealed ' of Go 9— 
and where approaching horrors graſp the 
ſhrinking ſinner, and hurl him into everlaſting 
fire! a 


Dreadful as this puniſhment may be 
mankind is apt to think it too light, and the 
tongue of ſlander heaps inſult on misfortune. 

| A 
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If a Guide ſhould err (and whis is perfect?) 


conſider he is mortal, forget not that he who : 


Judges ſhall be judged ; and when he acts 
amiſs, let human frailty draw the curtain of 
IG; and from the piercing eyes of recol 


leftion ſhut out — for ever. 


The 4 that is e of you is to 
ſerve Gop with all your ſirength—a Go 
who is righteous, merciful, omnipotent | — 
We were made to obey him, his goodneſs 
created us, his pity redeemed us, he governs 
us in all affection; your obedience to him muſt 
not be negligent, but you ſhould obſerve his 
precepts knowingly, obediently, reverently, 
cheerfully, univerſally, conſtantly, and fin- 
cerely : Exert not this or any other virtue for 
vain glory, or to draw down merits to your- 
felves, but aſcribing every thing to him, 
teſtifying your thankfulneſs for all his mer- 
cies, expreſling (if it were poſſible to expreſs) 

how 
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how much you are indebted ta; hind ö 
TEA? his . | 


\ Mins are you required. and ae; to. 
this duty - but as children who are to receive 


future inconceivable bleſſings for their obe- 


dience.— Not ignorant of this, what excuſe 
is there for your neglect? What, though 
your Miniſters have profaned the Miniſtry, 
are their impieties a derogation from the 
Almighty? Why ſhould you neglect your 
duties to Gon, becauſe his Ministers may 
be unworthy ? It is your's to correct in your- 
ſelves what you find amiſs in tem. Too 
many through ſuch examples imagine them- 
_ {elves authorized to commit hoſtilities againſt 
nature and morality [!—Paſt ideas of heavenly 
principles are forgot, and they hurry on without 
thought from the conqueſt of one virtue to 
the trumph over another, and found the 

empire 
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empire of diſfipation on the ruins of re- . 


flection. 


Awake from this dream of pleaſures to 
real happineſs, nor graſp at gilded bubbles 
which butſt ere they are caught. Awake 
to penitence, for none repent in vain. — 
Seek inſtruction from thoſe who are ſent, they 
will\tell you of joyful things: Their ways 
are ways of 'pleaſantneſs, follow their ſteps, 


for beautiful are the feet of them who preach < 


the Goſpel of peace, and bring glad tidings 
of good things. Avoid the threatening paths 
your miſled Guides have choſen; be it yours 
to” hope for them—entreat for them—pray 


for them—for they have not all — the 


| Goſpel. 
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MATTHEW, Chap. xvi. Ver. 18. 


AND I SAY UNTO THEE THAT THOU ART 
PETER, AND UPON THIS ROCK WILL | 
I BUILD MY. CHURCH, 


Hisrokr is as a living picture to exhibit 

the actions of illuſtrious mon: There virtue 

glows in all its glorious colours - the tempeſts 

of the ſoul—the calmneſs of humility the 

- grandeur of fortitude—and the blackneſs of 
H; vice 


12 8 SERMON VII. 
vice are painted there, to elevate ſucceeding 
ages into imitation, or to raiſe their abhor- 
rence. In no ſingle life can ſuperior inſtances 
of excellence and frailty be found than in 
that of ST. PETER. The mercies of Heaven, 
the firmneſs of apoſtolic zeal, and the weak- 
neſs of man, were never more forcibly exhi- 
bited than in him: But building the Church 
of Faith on the Rock of Repentance, e he 
has his dwelling on —— 4 
He was rouſed from infidelity by a miracle, 
and the remembrance of his paſt life taught 
him to bid his Saviour “ depart from him, 


for he was a ſinful man.” 


How excellent a leſſon is this to the wild 
fanatic, who, in the height of frenzy, dares to 
avow himſelf the choſen of Gop, and one of 
that elect, whom no temptations can ſeduce, 
no pleaſures allure ! Choſen as he was, it in- 


. ſpired 
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ſpired him only with a proper ſenſe of his 
inferiority, and made him, what every true 


religioniſt is, meek and lowly. 


| Yet, ſo changeable 1 the mind, this hu- 
mility ſoon raiſed itſelf into arrogance, for 
when the Saviour of mankind, to reveal 
the bleſſings of our redemption, taught his 
Apoſtles what pangs he muſt undergo—what 
torments he muſt ſuffer—what a death he 
muſt die—how did his heart revolt at the 


recital—his blood froze within him, and he 
dared to bid him favour himſelf—avoid 
the danger, and preſerve his life: Our 
REDEEMER'S calmneſs burſt thus into anger, 
« Get thee behind me, Satan, for thou 
ſavoureſt not the things that be of Gop, but 
of man, as if he had aſked, Are all the pangs 
of miſery, or the ſhame of death, to compare 
with redeeming the world from deſtruction, 


and reconciling man to his Gop ? Or ſhall 
H 4 the 


© -* 
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the Si cobnſel of infinite blech ge 

be thwarted by tlie perſuaſiyeneſs of humam 
fear? - He who has confidence in Heaven 
has no fear he would live undiſturbed amid 
the buſtles of worldly warfare 3 but if the 
Providence of Gob, or the welfare of man- 
kind inflicts them, pain would be raprare,, ; 


and death efijoyiient. 


Thi 10% of each WY by his love 
for us, is thus divinely inculcated, and'the 
ſpirit of true charity, at the hazard of life 
nobly infuſed : emylating this example of his 
Maſter s, ST. Par has exclaimed, © Oh! 
how I could die for my brethren, for my 
friends! It was this ſpirit that armed the 
glorious martyrs of the Chriſtian Church 
againſt all the torments that art or malice 
could invent, that bade them overcome the N 
one, and defy the other. Their conſtaney 
taught weakneſs to be firm, changed igno- 


rance 


SERMON vll. 09 


muance into wiſdom— their aſhes nend the 


foundation of that religious freedom we enjoy, 
and they cemented it with their blood. 
4 ST. Prrrx, corrected by his Maſter's 
earneſtneſs, again gave an inſtance of mee 
neſs in refuſing to be waited upon as a ſervant 
by him, who could command legions of 
angels,” and under whoſe foot the world was 
as an atom; but the lowly Ju8vs taught 
him — that not the meaneſt offices of 
humanity were below even a Sox of Go to 
offer, and taught him too, that while it was 
2 bleffing to give, it was a bleſſing to 
receive them. — Waſh ye one another's : 
feet.” If 1 have made you an Apoſtle, 
aſſume not ſtate and grandeur : I who made 
you Apoſtles, have made myſelf the ſervant 
of you all. As I miniſter to you the ſweeteſt 
facrifice of affection, ſo ſacrifice kindneſs to 
each other, and let your altar be— the heart. 
75 Thus 
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Thus warmed into zeal, when our Loxp 
again repreſented what he was to ſuffer, and 
how ready all would be to fly him; ST, 
PETER expreſſes that he W go to 
priſon and to death with him: How loud 

is the voice of friendſhip how Ne the arm 
of reſolution-!—He: was affectionate and ve- 
bhbement—his love was divine his offer God - 
like; but, alas! this friend denied the beloved 
of his ſoul— this aint curſed his Gop—this 
nan, in the agonies of fear, forgot himſelf. 
Thus is the human heart betrayed ;=in the 
hours of peace it offers what it with- holds 
in the moment of diſtreſ it is bold in virtue 
till danger makes it ſhrink—it clings- round 
the breaſt of friendſhip, till fear points out · 
ſome dagger that is ready to ſtrike, and then 
it meanly deſerts when it ſhould gloriouſly 
ſuffer. —Such is human friendſhip—ſuch is 

human reſolution !'— and yet, with all its 

frailties, it is lovely—it is amiable ; — Our 
| Saviour 


* 
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Sarin confirms it lo, for hn a God: 
was thus denied, and thus abuſed, Aris 
juſtice ſhould have doomed the monſter dead ; 


but Chriſtian mercy beamed only a look to 


- awaken ſevere remembrance, and a reproach- | 
ful ſmile, that while it ſtruck the finner, | 
reclaimed the friend, and he, who once 
denied the knowledge of the Perſon, died ta | 
propagate the Name of Jzsvs. — Such J 
was the effect of forgiveneſs ; whatever are | | 
the agonies — whatever the tortures of a 
wounded conſcience—our [Apoſtle felt them 
all—and in the bitterneſs of ſhame and grief 
would have expiated his ingratitude. This 
was indeed the nobleſt triumph of virtue, for 
in the depth of his repentance he became 
more illuſtrious than' he was diſhonoured by 
his crime. ; 


| Yet even this was not the only opportunity 
ST. PETER found to neglect the ſweet duties 
A nn,, 


i ros SERMON. vu. 
' offiiendſhip : When our SAVIOUR, Adly far» 


rowful even unto death, fell proſtrate on the 
ground, and prayed fervently, while the drops 
of blood trickled down his face, that the cup 
might be. removed From him ;—where was 
this boaſted friend to calm his ſorrow, to 
= pour the oil of comfort and aſſiſtance on his 
wounded mind? Aſleep, and with him ſlept 
| all the ſocial endearments that ſhould cheer 
che drooping heart; and hardly to be awakened 
by the reproof which embittered with reſent- 
ment, but ſweetened by love, thus pitied | 
his infirmity, alas | * the ſpirit is 2 
but the fleſh i is weak. 


Roaſed by che perfidy of him who! be- 
trayed his Maſter with a kiſs, and fired into 
| honeſt vengeance at ſeeing a band armed 


againſt the innocent, he ſmote one of them 
in his rage in the violence of zeal his in- 
| temperance got the reſpect due to authority, 

and 


2 5 e L ; . 1 . * 
„ N | | i * | 


15 8 E R MON vi. x69. 

and that he drew the Ford 3 in defiance of 
Government — till rebuked by that voice ' 
which told bim, He who draws the ſwo d. 
hall periſh by the ſword.” By this example 

may we learn to obey, and not reſiſt the Taws 

by force.—No private love ſhould agitate us 

to public violence. We may defend ourſelves 

againſt ruffians; but never lift the ſword 

againſt them to whom Gop has delivered 

the powers of the ſword; for neither the * 
* innocence of our Lok p, nor the truth of 
Religion, perſecuted in its Founder with ſuch 

violence and oppreſſion, could warranta warm 

Apoſtle to fight in its defence, 


on the death of Cnr1sT he became the 
defender of his honour — the promoter of 
his doctrine the very rock he was foretold 
to be—his memory was dear to him — it 
clung to his heart—it melted on his lips—it 
ſpoke from his tongue—he waſhed Ris tomb 

with 


KY 
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with tears, and embalmed remembrance with 
holy ſighs — he defended his name which 
envy would have blackened—he pourtrayed 
his virtues in the glowing colours of ani- 
mated 'eloquence, and rebuked, with honeſt 
warmth, the malice that deſ piſed them. — 
With all: his faults, would to Gop the world 
could more frequently boaſt of friends that 
would fo honour the aſhes of departed love, 
for next to the hope we have in Heaven — 
what better conſolation has the dying faint 
than the being lamented, fincerely lamented, 
by ſurviving affection ? 


In imitation of the MEs81An he gave not 


Ailver or gold to the lame beggar; but, by a 
miracle, made him leap with health; and 
when called before the Council for this act, 
he reſiſted not as before with the ſword, but 
with the ſharpneſs of the tongue informed 

1 them, 
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them; *it was his duty to obey Gop, and 


not man. | FO NY 


In the courſe of his miſſion, although he 
ſtruck Ananias with death, to impel terror 
into hypocriſy and diſſimulation, and an awe 
of his power into infidelity, yet his miracles 

were not thoſe of ſeverity but mercy. — 

When ſcourged by perſecution, how did he 

. glorify Gop for accounting him worthy to 

ſuffer ſhame and puniſhment for the Name 

of Jesvs! 


Nor is it poſſible to omit with what firm- 
neſs he addreſſed his Gop to raiſe the dead 

widow to life, that ſhe might again bleſs 

the orphan and the fatherleſs, that ſhe might 
again relieve the poor deſtitute, and make 
the hearts of all to ſing for joy.— In this 
inſtance which ſhall we moſt admire—that 

Power which could re-animate the dead, or 

that 
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that Charity which ſeemed ſoj uſtly to deſerye it? 

If truth would permit, here ſhould the Hiſtory 
cloſe ; but we have again an inſtance of his 
reſiſting che Divine Will, when he refuſed to 
kill and gat what he Himel thought unclean ; 
and fell lower than an Apoſtle, when, to 
pleaſe the Jews, he conformed to their cerg- 
.monies, and withdrew himſelf from his 


Galilean Diſciples, “ for when PR YER came to 


becauſe he Vas to be blame. 


He ſeems to have ſhone moſt in affliction; 
it Was a fire that purified his mind. In bon- 
releaſedd by an angel; but gothing in his 
died in confidence with his ,Gop—He died 
in love to mankind, for he pitied even the 
 ferocity of thoſe ho deſtroyed him. At 
chat hour al his arrogance all his fear for- 
ſook 
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ſook him He met death with fortitude, and 
requeſted crucifixion with his head down- 
wards, as if unworthy to ſuffer in the ſame 
poſture his Maſter ſuffered, and though for- 
ſaken, as he had forſaken bis friend in the 
laſt parting agonies, he forgot their ingra- 
titude, and pardoned their infirmity. Tits 
died 87. PETER. | 


If his writings are inſtrutive—peruſe them 
earneſtly. — Whatever you can ſee in him 
 amiſs—avoid and pity.—And when you per- 
ceive the faults of an Apoſtle—learn to for- 
give thoſe of a man.—Whatever you find of 


excellence - Go and imitate.” 
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GENESIS, Chap. xxxix. Ver. 2. 


THE LORD WAS WITH JOSEPH. 


—_- 


'To ornament the Hiſtory of Jos gyn 
would be to gild a ſun- beam: It is told with 
pathetic ſimplicity, and an elegance plain 
and nervous, nothing remains for fancy, 
much, very much for the moraliſt. 


I 3 The 


. 
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The Patriarch Ja cos had twelve ſons ;— 


but he loved Josgyn more than all his 


brethren : — And when his brethren faw he 
loved him above them all, they hated him, 
and could not live peaceably with him. — 
Thus it is with the world, partial affeftion 
ſharpens the arrows of envy — it embitters 
every domeſtic hope — it turns the ſweets of 
love into deadly poiſon. 


But JosEpRH dreamed a dream, whoſe in- 
terpretation could not but foretell his future 
greatneſs: This increaſed that flame of anger 
which till now had been concealed in their 
breaſts; but the idea of his riſing ſuperior 
to them all made them counſel together to 
take his life; ſo when, with preſents of kind- 
neſs, he went to greet his brethren, they 
ſaid, ** Behold this dreamer cometh, let us 
ſlay him, and ſay ſome evil beaſt hath de- 


voured him, and then what will become of 


4 his 


— 
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his dreams 7.— Violent indeed muſt the ran- 

cour be, that could plunge even envy itſelf into 
blood—into brother's blood—that could deli- 
berately rob an aged father-of the child he 
doated on! But RevBen ſaid (for God had 
ſoftened his heart) . Shed no blood, but caſt 
him into a pit, and lay no hand upon the 
lad.” —So they took his coat of many colours 
from him, the dear pledge of paternal affec- 
tion, and leaving him a prey to miſery - and 
famine, calmly. fat down to eat bread, and 
enjoy their deed of infamy. 


At this time a company of IHMAELITES 
approaching from Gilead, intereſt prompted 
them to ſell him perhaps a refinement upon - 
cruelty 1 induced their hard hearts to make him 
a ſlave in the land of ſtrangers, who, in his 
own, had been nurſed in the lap of comfort, 
fed with the hand of plenty, and ſmiled on - 
with the lip of tenderneſs. | 

| 14 It 
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It was now become neceſſary to deceive | 
their father, ſo they dipped the many coloured 
robe 1 in blood, and pretended to have found 

| The afflicted Sire received it as the cer- 
tain pledge of his death; he thought an 
evil beaſt had devoured him ; ; how could he 
think his own ſons ſtill more brutal? So he 
rent his clothes, and refuſed to be comforted, 
but in agony of ſorrow exclaimed, * I will 
go down into the grave unto my ſon mourn- 
ing.” Where were the feelings of ſenſibility, 
the compunctions of the human heart, that 
could ſee ſuch ſorrow—a father's forrow—and 
yet remain unmoved — They betrayed not a 
ſymptom of fear, or of diſtreſs.— The mind 
once vitiated becomes callous, and every 
future trial, like gold in the furnace, but 
hardens it the more. 


Jos gp was now a ſecond time fold to 
PoTIiPHAR, a captain of the guard, and an 


".$ officer 
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wh officer of PHARAOH : And © the Logp was 
with him, and he was proſperous man in the 


houſe of his maſter, the Egyptian, and he 
. * — 8 houſe * his _ 78 


Misfortune perſecuted him even ** — 
where, in a diſplay of unparalleled pradence 

and conſummate virtue, he left a token of 
innocence in the hand of his miſtreſs, ,and - 
ſhe uſed it as the mark of his guilt.  Diſap- 
pointed paſſions ever fink into hatred—reſiſt 
guilty advances, and they become flaming 
ſwords ;—but nothing could allure or deter 
him from the path of rectitude. 


On the accuſation of his miſtreſs he was 
thrown * into a priſon, where the King's pri- 
ſoners were confined ;”” and here the LoRxD 
ſhewed him mercy—mercy in the extreme, 
* for whatever was done there, he was the 
doer of it. 


* | 
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In this ſituationhe interpreted ſome dreams 
for the ſtate priſoners for before the Reve- 
lation of the Goſpel Gop revealed his Will 
in Viſions, and gave to man the interpreta- 
tion of them. The priſoners promiſed him, 
on their return to Court, a recommendation 

to the King ; but it was not till PRAROAEH 
himfelf ſaw a viſion, which baffled all the 
wiſe men and magi to interpret, that, they 
firſt thought of their promiſe to Josxrn — 


In affliction we often vow, what in ers 
we are — to forget. 


Every one muſt remember the dream of 
kine and ears of corn, which foretold the 
ſeven years of plenty and famine in Egypt. 
It was left for JostPH to unraveł this myſ- 
tery yet he aſſumed nothing from his know- 
ledge ; but in humility ſaid to the King: — 
« Itis not in me, Gop doth give PHAROAH 
an anſwer.” — His advice in the moment 
11 of 
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of inſpiration was, that wiſc and diſcreet men 
| ſhould be ſet over the land, who, in the 
7 years of plenty, ſhould lay by for the years 
of famine: And PHARoOAH anſwered: — 
% Foraſmuch as Gop hath ſhewn thee all 
this—there is none ſo diſcreet and -wiſe as 
thou art: — Thou ſhalt be over my houſe, 
and over all the land of Egypt—only in the 
Throne will I be greater than thee — for 
without thee ſhall no man lift his faot in 
the land. So he arrayed him in veſtures 
of fine linen, put a chain of gold about his 
neck, and made him ruler over all the land.“ 


Let the man, who deſpairs in the deepeſt 
affliction, remember this, and recollect, that 
from the dungeon itſelf—from diſgrace from 
miſery—Gop lifted up this outcaſt from his 
friends' ſociety to the | higheſt pinnacle of 
happineſs and glory ! ! 


* 


« And 
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LO Ard the ſevent years of Plenty i in the land 
were ended; and the' ſeven years of dearth 
with haſty ſteps ſucceeded them.. — The 
family of Josxyn was not exempted from 
this common calamity : : But when Jacos 


ſaw that there was corn in E; gypt, he ſaid to 
his ſons, Why do ye look one upon another 7 
Behold I have heard there is corn in Egypt, 
get you down thither, and: buy for us from 
| thence, that we may live, and not die.” — 
% So JosePH's ten brethren went down to 
buy corn, and coming to Josten, the Go- 
vernor of the land, they bowed themſelves 
before him with their faces to the ground.— 
This was the moment of triumph, of revenge, 


of that ſweet revenge which triumphs alone 


in mercy and forgiveneſs. — JosgpH knew 
his brethren, though they knew not him; 
but he pretended to think them ſpies, that he 
might learn of his father's welfare, that he 
might hear tidings of his beloved BE NANMLIx. 
ng | At 
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At the : moment he appeared to them the 
moſt haſty and ſevere—threatening them with 
torture and confinement—in agony they ſaid 
ane to another, Ve are verihy guilty. con- 
cerning our brother, in that we ſaw the 
anguiſh of his ſoul when he beſought us, 
and ve would not hear, it is ; therefore this 
diſtreſs. is come upon us,—In hours: of miſery, 
the moſt hardened „feel compundction ; look 
back upon the crime' which deſerved it, and 
conſcience faithfully - points it out. 


But Joszen melted into compaſſion, for 
he turned from them and wept, command- 
ing them to return with food for their 
children, and to bring back with them 
BENJAMIN, his beloved brother: 7 For by 
the life of PHAROAH: ye ſhall not go — 
| unleſs. your younger brother come hither.” — 

Then he took SIMEON, and bound him be- 
fore them as an hoſtage ;—ſo giving them 
| provender 
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provender and proviſion for the we he ſent 


5 :ü 


- Here was a new taſk—again te meet their 
aged Sire — with a ſtory ſcarcely credible — 
with a requeſt that muſt wring his very ſoul. 
The Lord of the land ſpake roughly to us; 
he took us for ſpies :—Hereby only, faid he, 
ſhall I know ye to be true men; leave one 
of your brethren here with me, and bring your 
younger brother back to me. And Jacos, 
their father, exclaimed, “ Me have ye be- 
reaved of my children; Jos yx is not, and 
SIMEON is not, and ye would take BENJAMIN 
away; all theſe things are againſt me: My | 
fon ſhall not go down with you, for his bro- 
ther is dead, and he is left alone ; if miſchief 
befall him by the way, then ſhall ye bring 
my grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave. 


But 
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But the famine was fore in the land, and 
the fear of death, like the rod of Aaron, | 
ſwallowed up every other. — Compelled by 
hunger, the Patriarch gave his deareſt child 
into their hands, with this parting blefling : 
Take your brother, and ariſe, go again to 
the man, buy us a little food, and Gop 
ALMIGHTY give you mercy before the man, 
that he may ſend back your other brother, 
and BENJAMIN :—lf I be bereaved of my 
children I am bereaved.” 


And they put double money in their'hands, 
for JostPn's fondneſs had burſt through his 
pretended anger on their firſt viſit, and he 
had put each man's money in the mouth of 
his ſack : — So lading themſelves with pre- 
ſents to conciliate, they journeyed again into 
Egypt, and being arrived there were ordered 
into the Governor's houſe.—At this their 
heart failed them, and they ſaid, Becauſe 
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of this money we found in our ſacks doth 
he ſeek occaſion to take us for bond-men.” 
Guilt—guilt—how conſcious art thou of de- 
$4 ſerving puniſhment i Every occaſion, light 
as a pigmy's ſtraw, will wound you deeply, 
and apprehenſion itſelf will become torturo. 
Upon Joszen's return to eat bread with 
them, he inquired, with anxious. eagerneſs, 
after his family.—* Is your father yet alive, | 
the old man of whom ye ſpake, is he yet 
alive ?”—Then lifting up his eyes, he faw 
his brother BznjJamin, his mother's ſon, 
and he ſought where to weep, for his bowels 
yearned upon him ; and after an'entertain- 
ment, betraying magnificence and love, he 
appeared to prepare them for a return to their 
houſehold. 


He had now recourſe to a new ſtratagem, 
for he ordered his ſilver cup to be put in 
| BENJAMIN'S 


27 
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Baan Aa s ſack, that he might have to 
accuſe him, and ere they were ſcarce yet out 
of the city, he ſent for and detained him, 
claiming him as his ondary. 


Theſe brothers, deliberate] y as + as could 
give up Jose to death, could not ſee 
BENJAMIN torn from them without agonized 
remonſtrance. ! We have a father, an old 
man, this is the child of his age, a little one, 


his brother is dead, he alone is left with his 


mother, and his father loveth him. This is 
he, if miſchief befal him by the way, it 
will bring his father's grey hairs with ſorrow 
to the grave |” And Jupan ſaid, Now, 
therefore, I pray thee, let thy ſervant abide in- 
ſtead of the lad, for how ſhall I go up to 
my father, and he not with me ?” 


But JosEen could no longer refrain him- 
ſelf, he made himſelf known to his brethren, 
K and 


. 
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and wept aloud. I am Josxzen, thy bro- 
ther, whom ye ſold ; but be ye not grieved, 
nor angry, for Gop ſent me hither to pre- 
ſerve life—to preſerve poſterity by a great- 
deliverance ; ſo it was not you that ſent me 
hither, but Gop.” How ſoothing, and how 
kind! Never did manly virtue blaze higher, 
=. never did love appear with more ſweetneſs ! 


A - 2 — ——— din. n» — K ̃ et. & a 
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« Haſte you to my father tell him of all 
my glory —all my power haſte, and bring 
him down hither.” —Then he fell upon his 
brother Benjamin's neck and wept, and 
Benjamin wept upon his neck. 


KY * 


When PRAROAH heard of Keren's bre- 
thren—he commanded them to return with 
ſumptuous ſplendour to heed nothing they 
poſſeſſed — but to return and dwell with 
his preſerver, and the preſerver of his coun- 

. 
5 Vet 
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et ere they left him they received this 
neceſſary caution :—* See ye fall not out by 

the way.” — The human mind is ſo iraſcible, 


ſo wavering, ſo envious—he had felt it deeply, 
we feel it every hour. OP. 


What joy muſt the good old man have felt 
to behold, on their return, StMEoN and 
BENJAMIN return with them! But when 
they came to their father, and told him — 
* JosEPH is yet alive, and Governor of all the 

land of Egypt” — Jacos's heart fainted 
within him, and he believed them not; but 
when he ſaw the carriages ſent for him, 
his ſpirit revived, and he exclaimed, — 
« JosEPH, my ſon, is yet alive — I will go 
and ſee him before I die.” 


And IsRAEL took his journey; but, anxious 
as he was to ſee his long-loſt child, he halted, 

and ſacrificed to the Loxp his Gop—con- 
; K 2 vinced 
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vinced, as every good man is, that prayer 
and thankſgiving ſhould be offered for every 
mercy paſt, and to inſure every mercy to 
come. e 2 
Affecting, indeed, muſt have been the 
interview between this aged father and his 
dear ſon, for he fell upon him and wept upon 
his neck a long while, and when enjoyment 
allowed him utterance, he exclaimed, © Now 
let me die ſince I have ſeen thy face, and thou 
art yet alive.” To deſcribe their feelings is 
impoſſible ; language muſt fail, where ima- 
gination itſelf cannot paint. 


PnAROAH received this kindred of his 
preſerver, and placed them in the beſt land, 
the land of Rameſes. 


Still, after bleſſings like theſe, and even 
| ſuperior ones, the Patriarch exclaimed, — 
3 5 cc Few 


- 
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« Few and evil have the days of the years 
of my life been ;” demonſtrating that the 
beſt are not exempt from misfortune, and that 
the life of God's peculiar favourites is ſtill - 
chequered with miſery. hs 8 


At length, after, in prophetic language, 
bleſſing his children, JA cos died, and then, 
in a proceſſion unparalleled in Hiſtory, which 
moved like a flood, and poured like a river, 
they carried their ſolemn ſorrow into a diſtant 
and almoſt unknown region.—At this period 
of affliction Jos x yn again reaſſured his bre- 
thren of his forgiveneſs and his love.—“ I 
will ſtand in the place of Gop—I will be a 
father to you and your little ones; and having 
lived in uninterrupted proſperity, the time 
was accompliſhed that he ſhould be gathered 

up to his fathers.—So Jos EH died. > 


K 3 There 
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There is not a paſſage in this Divine Story 
that does not touch—that will not mend the 
heart ;—through every winding of it we may 
trace the Hand of the AL Mio HT, who, 
through unforeſeen events, works bleſſings 
out of curſes! Shall then ſhallow-ſighted 
mortals complain? Who can gueſs at events 
which are in the Hand of the Lox p? — 
Every prophecy concerning JosxeuH was 
wonderfully accompliſhed ! — His life then 
ſhould be our warning. — Every virtue was 
exhibited in his perſon — his example then 
ſhould be our guide.—lf in proſperity we are 
merciful — tender—forgiving—and humble ; 
if in miſery we rely upon Gon; if, when 
vice allures, we reſiſt temptation ; if, when 
power invites, we till reſiſt revenge; if, t 
compriſe all, we live like him, then, as the 
LoRD was with JosEPH, ſo will he be with 


Us. 
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ROMANS, Chap. ii. Ver. 4. 


DESPISEST THOU THE RICHES OF HIS 

of GdoDNEss, AND FORBEARANCE, AND 
' LONG-SUFPERING — NOT KNOWING 
THAT THE GOODNESS OF GOD LEADETH 
THEE TO REPENTANCE. 


Kn ſhowers its bleſſings on us; 
BUT intoxicated with pleaſure — buſtling in 
buſineſs—or lolling in the ſeat of careleſſneſs, 
we receive its gifts with indifte name 
them without gratitude. | It 


4 


* 
* 
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It is not what we enjoy, but hit we 


want, engages our attention ; when bleſſings 
loſe their novelty, they loſe their value. 


It is only when Go viſits with affliction 
that we are led to Repentance ; but let his 
Goodneſs raiſe us with Joy, and in the com- 
forts of the preſent, we  fargdt the miſery of 
the paſt. 


When worn by diſeaſe, racked with pain, 
and confined by ſickneſs, the poor wretch 
longs for the mercy of his Gop, for eaſe 
from pangs nature could ſcarcely withſtand, 
for the rays of that ſun which ſhines fo 
bright on others, but which confinement has 
ſhut out from Bim. He is anxious to pro- 
feſs that, on receiving theſe, the Goodneſs 
of Gop ſhall lead him to Repentance: Let 
him enjoy them all- the bleſſing ſoon becomes 
familiar the danger and the pangs forgot 
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the heart is ſoon engaged in new purſuits 
he remembers the value of health no more, 
and loſes all his gratitude—all his reverence! 


Had this been God's ſentence to any of 
us—** Set thine houſe in order, for thou ſhalt 
ſurely die :''—Let us examine our hearts, 
and diſcover whether the Goodneſs of Gop 
(which has. been manifeſted in every inſtance 
of our lives) had led us to ſuch Repentance, 
that we could ſtand at the Judgment Seat 
| prepared to. anſwer with our works - And 
now let me aſk, though our lives have been 
preſerved, can we inſure it, even a moment? 
So live, then, that Gop may not ſay of us as 
he did of old: It repenteth me that I * 
them alive. 


| To a of us he has extended his Good- 
neſs beyond their own lives to the preſervation 
of thoſe deareſt to us. Their hearts have been 
unracked 
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untacked by grief—their eyes by tears—no 
agonizing feelings have tortured them from 
the loſs of friends—who were as their own 
ſouls—but all their hopes have been com- 
forts—and every ſocial ſeat around their table 
| contained a blefling.—Yet how few feel it in 
this ſenſe !! How few, ſtruck with a ſenſe 
of Gop's Goodneſs, preſent themſelves — 
their children their houſchold—before the 
Lok in his Temple —gratefully own the 
mercies of Prefervation—implore pardon for 
their guilt — pray with earneſtneſs for the 
future benefits of that Providence which has 
already given them ſo richly to enjoy. 


- Remember the fame arm that has power 
to ſave has power to deſtroy—that he may 
| deſtroy, when neither prayers—nor tears—nor 


fair poſſeflion—nor determined —— 
can avert the Wow. 
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Gop has to many extended his Goodneſs 
beyond life itſelf to its comfort to the com- 
forts of thoſe they love. No fire has con- 
ſumed their dwellings—no ſpeculation de- 
ſtroyed their credit—no accident thrown them 
on the cold compaſſion of pretended friend but 
induſtry has ſwelled their ſtore, and proſperity 
ſmiled upon their labour ! — Shall they not 
be thankful for this ?—Had He reverſed the 
ſcene—thrown them on the frivolous excuſe, 
the harſh denial - the reproachful compliance 
of friends, and compelled the ingenuous mind 
to ſink to obligations would not miſery have 
driven them to repentance ? How much hap- 
pier if his Goodneſs invites to it 11! 


Though poverty be a diſeaſe, it is not in- 
fectious; yet, when man loſes the health of 
fortune, his friends fly from him as if he had 
the peſtilence, and the very few who do 
approach impute misfortune to miſmanagement, 


call 
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call liberality, reaſonable liberality, profuſion, 
and too often imagine miſery to be Gon 8 
Judgment. Oh! let preſent eaſe and afflu- 
ence in the liberality it diſpenſes betray our 
thankfulneſs, and the ſenſe of its precariouſ- 


neſs lead us at proper periods from the cham- 
ber of feſtivity to that of Repentance. 


Gop in his Goodneſs has extended his mercy 
to all beyond life and its comforts, beyond 
health and proſperity, in allowing us the 
cheering conſolation of Religion. Our tem- 
ples are ſtill unprofaned — our altars ſtill 
unſtained by blood—our ſeats ſtill ſecure—its 
Miniſters ſtill protected ſtill ready —and, I 
truſt anxious, in ſickneſs, in ſorrow; in mo- 
ments of affliction, and at the hour of | death, 
to pour the balm of comfort on the wounded 
ſpirit, to adviſe the weak, to pray with the 
devout, to prepare the ſoul for that Manſion, 


where the worm gnaweth not, and pain ſhall 
1 on 
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be no more: Shall not the remembrance of 
this mercy lead us to Repentance ? 


We have but too dreadful an example that, 
if God withdraws his love, temples may be 
defiled—altars ſtained with blood, nay, blood 
mingled even with ſacrifices- when there 
are no Miniſters—where Miniſters are moſt 
wanted—to ſooth the dying—to court the law- 
leſs by affectionate advice—to ſtem the mad- 
neſs of the people ; but Religion—peace— 
and - goodneſs — ſeem to have taken their 
flight together, and left behind them only, 
murder—rapine—treachery—and deſpair ! 


This ſituation might have been our own : 
Oh! then, while we enjoy the Goodneſs of 
our Gop, let it lead us not only to the 
Repentance of our own offences — but to 
earneſt prayers—to anxious interceſſions for 
the offences of thoſe, on whom He has 

| N thought 
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thought fit to heap his vengeance. —May ' he 
reſtore them that peace they have loſt—give 
them thoſe - mercies they have deſpiſed—in- 
ſpire them with that Religion they have 
polluted—and, in the words of our Sa vioux, 
Father, forgive them, they know not what they 


With us, the Goodneſs of Gop is ex- 
tended to every man in religious concerns, 
and gives him various temples, and various 
ordinances, to worſhip as his conſcience leads; 
and though, for ſafety's ſake, political bonds 
reſtrain in ſecular concerns, till the will is 
unfettered, and the ſoul may lift itſelf to 
Heaven free as the air it breathes. 


Does not this betray God's Goodneſs ? — 
When He would diſplay ſu perior merciestohis 
own peculiar people—in the front of his pro- 
miſes ſtands this ſupereminent bleſſing: Thy 


Teachers 
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Teachers ſhall not be removed any more; 
but thine eyes ſhall ſee thy Teachers; thine 
ears ſhall hear their words, ſaying, This is 
the right way, walk ye in it.” When he 
threatened to puniſh them, and make their + 
afflietion deep as the mourning for an only ſoh— 
he declares—“ I will ſend a famine into the 
land—not a famine of bread, not a thirſt for 
water—but of hearing the WorD of Go.“ 


Ik Religion ſooths the wretched —elevates 
the - devout — humbles proſperity — and lifts 
up the poor and meek—in this thoughtleſs 
age—let us bleſs the hand of Him who pro- 
tects it here, and endeavour to deſerve” the 
bleſſing. | | 


Has the Goodneſs of Gop given us life 
and its comforts—left us his Religion—but 
ſtopped there? By no means. Look round 
the world—where does WAR not ſeem to ſtalk 

L _ with 
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With all its horrid train of miſeries and * 
ſtruction-hurling its dangers brandiſhing its 

weapons laying waſte countries deſolating 

provinces—ſlaying its thouſands and its tens 
of thouſands.— till both our ears tingle with 
the mere recital of cruelties, heathens would 
have bluſhed at; yet, by the watchfulneſs 
of Providence, we lay down in peace, and 
cheerfully riſe up again! No midnight ruf- 
fians, with aſſumed power, break in upon 
our families—ſteep the ſon's garment in the 
father's blood tear the fond huſband from 
his wife's embrace, and, in the mockery of 
mercy, give her his heart ſtill warm and 
panting ! — Are our fields uncultured — our 
houſes plundered — our fondeſt expectations 
burſt from us—all confidence, all hope gone? 
no midnight alarms diſturb our reſt—no ene- 
my's fury ravages our harveſt—but to thy 
mercy, O Gop !—amid theſe dreadful ex- 
ceſſes—exceſſes which diſgrace the name of 
| | humanity, 
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| humanity, and would almoſt ſhame us that we | 


bear the image of man ! Amid all this, it is 
to thy mercy we owe the quiet—the ſecurity, 


the tranquil peace—that enable us to reap 


the fruits of our labour, undiſturbed—and 
enjoy unexampled proſperity l Suppoſe ye 
that theſe Galileans were ſinners above all. 
the Galileans, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch 
things?—T tell you nay ; but except ye repent, 
| ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh': Or thoſe eighteen, 
on whom the tower of Siloam fell and flew , 
them think you that they were ſinners above 
all that dwelt at Jeruſalem ?] tell you nay ; 
but except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe 
periſh.” : 

Lt the Goodneſs of Gop then lead us to 
Repentance — to Virtue — to Religion — to 
Thankfulneſs—before we feel his Power and 
tremble at his Anger. 


L 2 To 
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To receive "bits mercies, when we e hav 
deſerved his inſtant puniſhment for negli- 
gence, for crimes, ſhould nerve our hearts | 
fill ſtronger againſt impenitence. Have we 
never blaſphemed his Name — - defrauded. — 
defamed -in ured ſociety or individuals ? —- 
Have not malice—envy—diffimulation—nay 
crimes of a deeper dye—ſtained our hearts ? 
What but his Goodneſs reſtrained the arm 
of juſtice, which otherwiſe ſhould have hur- 
ried us from ſcenes of guilt to the ſeat of 
judgment ? And which ſhall we moſt admire, 
the mercies of his patience, his long-ſuf- 
| fering, his forbearance, or the mercies of his 


Providence ? 


But. uin man—forget not—his Spirit will 
not always ftrive—perſevere. i in vice, and his 
compaſſion may be provoked” to anger.—1: 
is the Lord who gioes—it* is the Lord 20 
Fakes away. + Bp 


It 
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I.it is by esch man's reforming himſelf, 
that public virtue is to be reared into public 

bleflings—it is by each man's perſeverance 
in vice that cries aloud for public calamities. 


To receive bleſſings with thankfulneſs—to 
aſk your own hearts—how have 1 deſerved 
this—and what fhall I do to retain it 7 To 
enjoy with moderation—to riſe above the little 
triumphs of the world—to fall unruffled be- 
neath its idle contempt—to make every fitua- 
tion of life a ſource of piety—a memento to 
repentance is, indeed, to deſerve the bleſſing he 
abundantly beſtows. | 


And may Gop—through whoſe Providence 
not a ſparrow falls to the ground unheeded— 
may he bleſs you in proſperity comfort your 
| diſtreſs—proſper your hope—diſpel your fear, 
enlarge your hearts—and ſwell them with 
ſocial love—with every comfort. May he 


5%; puriſy 


93 | 


purify every thought—r reſs the wildneſs 


— 
- 
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preſerve you in happineſs while you live—and 


receive you from death into glory. 
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DEUTERONOMY, Obits x. Ver. 18. 
latter Part. | ; 


HE - LOVETH THE STRANGER IN GIVING 
| HIM FooD AND RAIMENT, * 


FTER an experience of many years, 
it would not be more inſulting than uſeleſs 
for me formally to recommend acts of mercy 
and compaſſion, Vou Eno them to be your 
duty as Chriſtians—you eel them to be your 
higheſt gratification as men. 


Iam 
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I am commanded (and no dene can 
be obeyed with ſuperior pleaſure) to recom- 
mend to your deareſt attention, the diſtreſſes 
of a ſet of men, whoſe miſeries exceed what- 
ever Hiſto ca can offer, or Fancy invent. 5 


They have dion bred up as Miniſters of 
Peace, as diſpenſers of 'good-will to men, 
taught no other employment than the ſervice. 
of their Gop, and the comfort of their 
flock. *© To dig they cannot, and to beg 
they are aſhamed.” — That their Religion 
materially differs from ours, and their country 
has been eſteemed our natural enemy, can 
with you have no weight: For Charity is 
of all Religions—Charity is a friend to all. — 
* Whoſoever doeth the Will of Gop, the 
ſame is my brother, my ſiſter, and my 
mother,” 


It 
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, a perhaps, may be proper to ſtate a very 
brief and undecorated account of that cauſe 
which has driven them deſolate and deſtitute, 
to aſk for a morſel of bread and a cup of cold 
water for charity's ſake, from thoſe, whoſe 
Religion they have perſecuted and branded 
with infamy, and whoſe friendſhip they have 
treated with contempt. 


It is in all your memories, that a ſpirit of 
freedom, natural and glorious to man, rouſed 
all the energies of the Freneh nation ** to 
ſhake off the yoke of tyranny, and let the 
oppreſſed go free. | ; 


It is equally in your memories, that end 
was accompliſhed under the auſpices, with 
the fulleſt approbation, and to the honour of 
a Monarch, who, whatever crimes he had, 

| ſeemed rather the errors of judgment, which 


the 
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tlie wiſeſt and the beſt. are not exempt from, 
than the — of the heart. 


To this' period the dis: of every good 
man exulted in their ſucceſs, and glowed with 
ſympathetic rapture, -. Some of their ſchemes, 
perhaps, appeared viſionary - to men who are 
apt to look at edis, and are not fatisfied with 
ſuperficial finery, and all the falſe tinſel of 
pretty ſyſtems ; but their end appeared honeſt, 
and it was thought that time might wear off 
the falſe gloſs which they had tricked out 
their ſyſtem with, and when the childiſhneſs 
of fancy grew older, wiſdom might correct 
her taſte, and adviſe her judgment; but ſo 
dangerous is it to break through eſtabliſhed 
laws and ſacred cuſtoms, that when we re- 
move even the lighteſt barrier, we know 


not what deſtructions may enſue. — ** The 
beginning of ſtrife is as. when one letteth out 
| water ;” 


12 


pour, or how deep à ſpace it aby fn. 


reſigned it to men whoſe conſummate igno- 


rance ſhames the age we live in, or whoſe 


intereſt ſeemed the ſole end of their ambition 
and energy. To theſe laſt there appeared 
| but one way of accompliſhing their purpoſe, 
and. this was by ſubſtituting a · falſe philoſophy 
for Religion, and by. throwing down all de- 


pendance upon their Gop, preparing the lower 


orders (whom the laws of Gob and man 
entwined can ſcarcely reſtrain) to enjoy 
crimes unheard of, and exult in cruelties— 
devils would have ſhrunk from! 


'0 | 
757 1 


The great maſs of people had ſtill ſome 


reverence for their Prieſts, whoſe holy life 


92 4 | and 
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Water; we now not where the tofrent may 


When the firſt reformers, who ſeemed 
bold in exertion and wiſe i execution, gave 46 
up their delegated power to others, they 


9 
. * 
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and exemplary manners pleaded moſt forcibly 

in favour of the exhortations to private duties 

and to public quiet : It became neceſſary, 
| then, after they had impriſoned and dethroned 
their King, to throw thoſe into contempt and 
deteſtation who had ſworn to reverence and 
obey him—who'knew the ſacred obli gation 
of ſolemn oaths—who de plored the unde- 
ſerved miſery of their anointed Lord and 
who dared not profane their office, or degrade 
their nature, by ſwearing to obey ſyſtems 
which had already made their Royal Maſter 
a priſoner, and muſt ultimately deſtroy their 
country — ſyſtems impoſſible in many in- 
ſtances, and, where poſſible, they could be 
only the parents of anarchy, and the com- 
panions of blood !—Surely it was little won- 
der their conſcience revolted, and, like honeſt 
men, they were ready * to give their all, 
and follow him, who is the ſearcher of 
hearts.“ 


They 
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They felt it even im the ſervice of their 
country, in the defence of their King ; they 
felt it indecorous for the Miniſters of Peace 
to lift the ſword, and were content in poverty, 
and robbed of all, to become like the Apoſtles 
wandering ſpirits, without ſcrip or ſhoe, and, 
like their great Maſter, without a place to 
lay his head—ſtill ready to ſooth the ſinner, 
and reconcile man to his Gop; but this 
poor life was not allowed them—a wild mad 
neſs not to be glutted but by blood, and 
blood. enough ſought to aſſaſſinate Religion 
itſelf in the perſons of its Miniſters, and not 
leſs than twenty thouſand, in the coldneſs 
and wantonneſs of barbarity, were dragged 
to ſlaughter, defenceleſs and in chains | — 
Youthful talents—ſerener virtues—pious in- 
tegrity—ſmilesof reſignation tears of agony— 
venerable age and hoary hairs—all pleaded 
in vain.— They were the ſervants of God, 
they had a conſcience they dared not violate, 

| ee * and 
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and theſe were ſufficient crimes for a ſelf⸗ 
elected herd of villains to judge without 


accuſation, to condemn without trial, and to 
ws without mercy ! 


| {As their ane they were led like lands 
| to laughter they lifted their necks to the 
knife—cach defirous of dying firſt, and, as 

a lamb before its ſheerers was dumb, ſo they 
opened not their mouths For what pur- 
poſe, O Gop ! thou ſteeleſt the hearts of their 
murderers is beſt known to thy unſearchable 
Wiſdom, and whatever be thy decrees, it 


becomes us to ſubmit and reverence them. 


4 Were it not but too well authenticated, ; 
the dreadful circumſtances which attended 
the murders of thoſe departed ſaints would 
be diſbelieved as fables ? But, to the diſ- 
honour of human nature, no period of the 
world more publicly exhibited cruelties 


parallel 
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parallel to thoſe that were grateful to, that 
were boaſted of by philoſophe rs, by reformers, | 


by enlightened wiſdom „ by diſpenſers of uni- 
verſal happineſs :—during a carnage ſo ſavage 
and ſo vaſt, ſome of God's Miniſters, after 
experiencing hardſhips almoſt incredible— 
flying from aſſaſſination from under the very 
Enife uplifted to deſtroy them — fortunately 
eſcaped—and leaving a country, which Gop 
himſelf ſeems to have forſaken, Providence 
directed them hither—without friends—with- 
out protection in a land of ſtrangers. Our 
language unknown — our manners (from miſ- 
tated accounts) to be feared — theſe poor 
wretches—unſheltered and unfed—came to 
aſk only to die in peace.—That was all their 
requeſt, —To whom did they come ? — To 
men—who never ſee diſtreſs but to pity—who 
never pity —| but to relieve—who never relieve 
to deſert. —They found us hoſpitable friends. 
Ws What 
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| What muſt have been the feelings of thei 
hearts! Thou God alone, who breatheſt 

the dictates of mercy, can expreſs the A ing 
of him who gives, and the ble Ang of him who 


rec erves "= 


They ſojourned here but a ſhort ſeaſon— 
before (for every comfort has its miſery) they 
had to lament the death of their King—for 
after the ſhadow of a trial, he ſlept the ſleep 
of all men.,— The neceſſity, or the juſtice, 
the propriety, or the horror of this deed, is 
by no means a ſubje& of inquiry now ; but 
| ſurely it cannot be cenſured as political ten- 


dency, to lament the death of a Zaint, whether 
a Monarch or a — 


This man, if modern ſyſtems will ſtile him 
ſo, but indeed it is the moſt glorious character 
human nature can aſſume, convicted of no 
crime, though in a land of boaſted, univerſal, 
unalienable freedom, was doomed to death, 


and 
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and after taking a long leave of his children, the | 
firſt and only exclamation that followed, a laſt 
parting embrace was, „F orgive me, oh! my 
Gop, for abandoning thy Miniſters to their 
enemies.” No deeper concern lay upon his 
dying heart: It is theſe very Miniſters we are 
requeſted to commiſerate. The ſums already 
raiſed, large as our bounty has been, were 
inadequate, for their number is large, and 
their wants are many. Can you forget them ? 
You muſt forget your nature. 

Let theſe men, when they retire to their 
country, for, if our prayers are heard, the 
Gop of mercy will reſtore peace again to 
their diſtracted land. — Let theſe tell their 
countrymen what reception they found among 
us;—and when a rival animoſity would in after 
times brand our name, theſe men will re- 
count our labours of love, will tell them we 
are brothers, ſons of the ſame Gop, that 

M2 though, 


| 

if 

| 

| 

| 
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though, when we meet a foe in arms, we are 


lions, yet, when we meet a foe in diftreſs, 
we are miniſtring angels. Providence may 


have deſigned this to promote the peace of 
two nations too long eſtranged, to promote 


the progreſs of that reformed Religion, which 
is our Happirieſs and our glory. For my own 


part, I anticipate and enjoy the expectation 
of having thoſe allotted to my care rank 
high among the relievers of facred indigence 


and innocent poverty. 


Remember you are Britons, and a diſtreſſed 
foe aſks for mercy, 


Remember you are men, and that fellow 
men plead for a morſel of bread. 


Remember you are Chriſtians, and that 
Chriſt's Miniſters, abandoned by their own 
countrymen, die for want, and aſk you, in the 

| name 
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name of Chriſt, for comfort and relief. — If 
you can reſiſt pleas like theſe, you are fit 
only to herd with miſcreants, who offered an 
eaſier death than lingering hunger, a dagger, 
and aſſaſſination | 
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THE PARDONED PENITENT. 


» 


0 


JOHN, Chap. viii. Ver. II, 


GO AND SIN NO MORE. 


— ͤ  —  — 
| the early ages of the world, before 
Chriſtian beneficence ſoftened the ferocity of 
man, auſtere ſeyerity held the reins of juſtice, 
and a deviation into error was ever ſucceeded 
by exemplary puniſhment. Man loſt fight 
of temptations, frailties, and a variety of 
excuſes now pleaded, in the execution of 


juſtice, 


: 
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| juſtice .— Mercy was eſtcemed but ek; 
and forgiveneſs argued an imbecility of mind, 
n — of ideen. | 


This inactive ſtu por of thoſe ſoft affections, 


' which give. the. brighteſt. luſtre to the crown 
of virtue, can only be accounted for by re- 


membring their Gods were ſuppoſed to be 
ſtrictiy juſt, not to be ſoftened by entreaties, 
melted by penitence, nor actuated by a ſuppo- 
ſition of a future reformation; it is natural 
for us to catch our ideas from thoſe of the 
Divinity we worſhip, and of courſe the mar- 
vel would have been, that while heathen 
: idols breathed nothing but yengeance, heathen 
Juſtice ſhould be tempered with mercy. 


We find in their boaſted records little but 
inſtances , of brutal cruelty rendered more 
horrible by the aſſent, and frequently by the 
deed of thoſe e hearts ſhould. have been 


warmed 


Warmed with more than common affection, 
and whoſe duty ſhould rather have pleaded 


the frailty of mankind thay urged. the deeds _ 
of ' vengeance, | 


E We {ee the parent exultingly aſcend the 

ſteps of Fame wet with the blood of his 
murdered children. — The ties of affinity, 
unrivetted by affection, quickly burſt aſunder, 
and never reunite, How different are the 
tenets of Chriſtianity, where the mildeſt 
affections are the beſt eſteemed, and where 
Py ever 1 the cauſe of, error. 5 


One of the firſt ien of mercy in the 
Chriſtian æra was, when the ſtern advocates 
for unremitted diſcipline produced an ac- 
knowledged criminal before our Redeemer. 


Many of her 1 ſuppoſed hi 
be a Prophet and a Judge, conſcious o their 
5 own 


o 

| 

. 
1 
? 
| 

' 

| 

| 
. 
| 


1 SERMON XI. 


own ſtrict adherence to external duties, and 


unaccuſed of crimes, they exult i in this appear- 


ance of their juſtice, and expect denuncia- 5 
tions of ſeverity; a flight reproof reached 
the heart. of theſe arrogant accuſers,, and 


their pride ſunk into ſhame at this unaffected 
| reply Let him, who is without ſin among 
you, caſt the firſt ſtone.” Struck with this 
unexpected ſentence they inſtantly retired, 
and left the woman te the more ſevere and 
dreadful accufers ſhame, remorſe and peni- 
tence —awaiting under theſe humiliating ideas 


the dreaded ſentence of a Being, pure as the 
face of Heaven, and of diſcernment ſuffi- 
cient to diſcover the inmoſt ſprings of action. 


' Unuſed to hear the lips of pity lament the 


frailty of the human mind, her ſenſations muſt 


have exceeded the tranſports of common rap- 


ture, when a SAviouk of the world left her 
puniſhment to the hands of conſcience only, 
| | and 


and bade her © go to fin no more; at this 
moment, if convinced of his Divinity, could 
ſhe the more admire him for his diſcernment 
in applying her faults as a leſſon to the arro- 
gant accuſer, or his lenity to her repentant 
boſom—in either caſe ſhe adored him not ſo 
much as a Gop of Power, but as a Gop of 


Mercy. 


The precepts of the Goſpelhave enlightened 
the eyes of man, and from beholding our 
Deity not only capable of forgiveneſs, as well 
as puniſhment, but recommending the tender 
paſſions with all the force of perſuaſive elo 
quence, the brutal ideas of ſtern, unremitted 
juſtice, are eraſed from the boſom of Chriſ- 
tianity - the oil of mercy floats on the waters 
of ſocial love it ever ſwims with, but ever 
ſwims above the ſtream. | 


It 
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It is this virtue that has raiſed the name. . 
of Chriſtian above all the boaſted glories of 
idolatry; we have found courage, fortitude, 
prudence, nay remarkable piety among hea- 


thens, and have read of actions which would 


gild the nobleſt trophies; but all their virtues 
are dyed in the blood of cruelty ;—the hero, 
the philoſopher, the moraliſt, are loſt in the 
mercileſs judge, and callous executioner. 


Is there a parent, a child, a friend, but 
when he traces the footſteps of antiquity 
ſtarts at the tomb of ſome murdered wretch, 
a victim to parental vengeance, filial barba- 
rity, or faithleſs friendſhip? Does not his 
boſom yearn on the recollection that the ſame 
arm which deſtroyed the ſon, the father, or 
the friend, was itſelf mortal ; the ſame heart 
which gave the judgment, was as open to 
temptation, as frail, as weak, as that which 
received the judgment ? 

What 


1 
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93 What different ſentiments what raptures 
muſt recollection inſpire—when it holds up 
to memory the parental tear which fell upon 
the prodigal cheek — a manly tear which 
fortitude would not bluſh to call her own fl 
The father's joy annihilated all idea of filial 
in gratitude reproaches and puniſhment were 
waſhed away by rapture on beholding this 
fon, who was dead, alive again —who was 
loſt, and is found !—Theſe parental ſenſations 
vibrate on the mind, and tremble on every 
nerve. 


Had reprehenſfion, coldneſs, or puniſhment, 
met the returning prodigal, he had ſunk, 
perhaps, into deſpair, or hardened his feelings 
into the commiſſion of crimes beyond his 
former tranſgreſſions ; had juſtice condemned 
him, it would have puniſhed a rebel; but 
mercy did more, it ene a ſon ! — The 

* Roman 


4 
} 
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Roman would not thus have aQted—i it was 
the deed of Chriſtian affection. 

Though nature pleads, perhaps, more 
violently when a ſon aſks for pity, yet mercy 
in its full extent, includes univerſal pity, it 
includes univerſal benevolence, pardoning 
thoſe who -perſecute, praying for thoſe who 
hate us, forgiving treſpaſſes as we ourſelves 
hope for forgiveneſs ; it extends even beyond 
this, it does not only heave a ſigh at the 
| Samaritan's misfortune, but bathes his wounds, 
and bears him to the houſe of cure and com- 
fort. The tender eye melts at the tale of woe 
in vain, if the heart urges. not to aſſiſt the 
inſpiring object, it is not mercy, it is but 
weakneſs, aſſumed by hypocriſy to play on 
the opinion of the world ; when the eye 

really melts, the trembling lips do not merely 
ſay to the hungry and the naked, Be thou 
filled, and be thou clothed,“ without giving 

| thoſe 


- 
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thoſe things that be needful z but I will 
be a father to the fatherleſs, and defend the 
cauſe of the widow.” | 


| We view a man without mercy as a beau- 
tiful piece of mechaniſm, admire the beauty 
of its compoſition, the elegance of its form; 
but while we wonder at the ſuperior excel- 
lence of the Artiſt, a tender concern will 
obtrude itſelf, and we cannot but wiſh with 
a figh it had a ſoul to animate it. When 
miſery figures to our ſight ſome unhappy 
wretch, worn out with care, weighed down 
by misfortunes, with ſcarce a ray of hope to 
cheer his almoſt deſpairing boſom, and caſt 
a faint gleam through the chambers of 
wretchedneſs, would mercy ſay, he is not 
my brother? he is not my child? Would he 
not rather fay, he is a man, enrolled by the 
ALMIGHTY as a man, and therefore entitled 


to the protection of man? Was he impru- 
N 325 dent, 
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dent, experience may reclaim him; was ho 
impious, alas] none of us are perfect if W a 
were fortunate or miſerable, as our deſerts 5 
ſhould merit, how few would have it in their 
power to gratify the ſenſations of mercy ; 
rather, after the example of a Saviour, 
pure, and unſubject to temptation, ſhall not 
frail mortality ſay to her fallen brother, Go 
and fin no more.” 


If to us imprudent youth, wretched old 
age, or miſery, in any ſhape, has knelt in vain; 
whether a diſobedient child, a faithleſs friend, 
or an unhappy man; let returning ſhame, 
while it ſtings home and awakens our paſ- 
fions, not only incite us to compenſate our 
late neglect, but ſtimulate us to a perſe- 
yerance in future well doing. If among us 
there is one. callous heart ſuſceptible of no 
ſoft impreſſions, melted by no miſery, - diſ- 
ſolyed not into tears for ſupplicating ſorrow, 


(and 
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(and humanity hopes there is not) the ſuſcep- 
tible mind would not exchange for this . 
inſenſibility, the luxury of ſorrow, the pleaſing - a 


pangs of pity, and all the variety of excru- 
ciating tender ſenſations, which accompany 
the dictates of mercy—they are the diſtinguiſnu- 
ing characteriſtics of our nature, infuſed into 
our very childhood, which a long and hardened 
habit alone can poſſibly eradicate to ſum up 
the whole, mercy is the firſt enjoyment a good 
man can experience upon earth, and the chief 
virtue to recommend him in Heaven. — 0 
let not mercy and truth forſake thee, bind 
them about thy neck, write them on the 
table of thine heart, ſo ſhalt thou find favor 
and good underſtanding in the fight of Gop 
and man.” 


Now to Gop, &c. - 
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SERMON XII. 


1 


ISAIAH, Chap. lxxix. Ver. 11. 


LET THE SIGHING OF THE PRISONER 
COME BEFORE THEE. 


? 
, * 
1 3 x g 


\ HE introduction of a ſubjt& like the 
preſent, without ſome previous inti- 
mation, may appear intruſive, becauſe un- 
cuſtomary ; ſo poor a conſideration as this 
cannot deter me from ſoliciting your attention, 


and imploring your aſſiſtance; for 1 am ad- 
dreſſing myſelf, not on points of etiquette, 
N 4 or 
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or ceremonious formality, but for Acts of 
Mercy from thoſe who profeſs to believe in 
the Gop, and rely on the promiſes of mercy. 


To no ſcene ,of common Charity would I 
direct your eye, for no objects of common 

compaſſion would I melt your heart.—Diſcaſe 
is every where baffled by ſkill and liberality. 
The poor have legal ſettlements—ignorant 
childhood houſes of inſtruction — infirm 
old-age chambers of comfort. — The penitent 
female has a dwelling where the body is 
- nurtured with care, the failings of the heart 
corrected, and the ſoul taught to pant after 
its Gop,—Inſtitutions of Mercy, Palaces of 
Compaſſion, rear their exulting heads in every 
corner of our ſtreets, and ſwell the breaſt of 
human kindneſs with feelings as vaſt as they 
are inexpreſſible ! 


Glorious 
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Glorious as ſuch inſtitutions are - the pride 
and the happineſs of our country—glorious | 
as they are—1 would for the preſent turn 
your thoughts from them —entreat, conj ure, 
and addreſs you, in the words of David to 
his CREATOR, Let the fighs of the pri- 
ſoner come before thee. 


To argue againſt the Expedience, Neceſſity, 
Policy and Juſtice, of Confinement for Debt, 
would be idle and nugatory, fince they have 
the force of abilities, the ſtrength of power, 
to ſupport them all. To argue on the oppo- 
ſite ſentiment would be arrogance in the 
extreme, ſince the nerve of eloquence, and 
the lips of compaſſion, have hitherto failed, 
in © looſing the yoke, letting the oppreſſed 
go free, and in bringing them that ſit in 
« darkneſs out of the priſon-houſe.” 


But 
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But although my conſcious inability would 
not contend with power, or wreſt tho cauſe 
from ſuperior talents, it is impoſſible to reſiſt 
a few queſtions which muſt obviouſly ariſe 
from the nature of the ſubject, and which 
your - own plain ſenſe and common reaſon 
will fully _ | 


In an age like this, poſſeſſing Abends 
6  bberality, and the fulleſt expanſion of heart, 
who would expect to find enlightened 
humanity puniſhing not guilt - but miſ- 
fortune? Boaſted liberality here thou art 
only the ghoſt of virtue! 

© In an age of commerce when acfive, 
c < induſtry i is honour—when ſucceſsful, ſpecu- 
lation 1 is commendable enterprize—when to 
want the means of fulfilling engagements, 
is to want every virtue - who would ſuppoſe 


it common policy to deprive thouſands of 
| that 
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* that liberty, which alone can render them 
« yaluable ſubjects, induſtrious citizens, and 
give them a probable power of fulfilling 
© their engagements ? Can this be commercial | 


* | 
In an age like this, when the Rights of 
Men are ſo induſtriouſly trumpeted forth, 
who would ſuppoſe that three thouſand 
* Britons are languiſhing within dreary and 
_ © unwholeſome walls? Two thouſand wives 
* lamenting the huſbands they cannot com- 
fort the children they cannot ſupport 
and that fix thouſand of their infants are 
© periſhing in indigence—for whom neither 
food nor inſtruction are prepared; but ſuch 
* as ſurvive are left to curſe the riſing gene- 
© ration with the exam ples of carly, habituated 
© indolence, and all the crimes and vices 


* which muſt accompany it ?—Are theſe the 
Rights of Men?“ 


* 


But 
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1 my addreſs is not to men of Policy or 
Faction, to men of Expedience or Commerce, 
it is to perhaps, leſs-valued, but more glo- 
rious characters — to Chriſtians. — Let the 
expedience and neceſſity of confinement for 
Debt flee like miſts before the Sun of hu- 
manity. Let compaſſion riſe ſuperior to all 
other feelings :—*<* The ſighs of*three thou- 
e ſand priſoners are come before thee” —are 
at this moment pleading for the common 
benefits of Gop's air—his light—and the 
bleſſings of freedom in the great aſſembly of 
the nation! The cries of their wives and 
little innocents have reached their ears, and 
their prayers are before them ; But the con- 
ſequent expences of their application are 
heavy and diſtreſſing; burthened with fees 
of office and incidentals, which, exhauſted 
by length of miſeries, they are unable to 
defray — wonder not that they apply to you 
to e a ſubſcription already adopted for 
promoting 
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promoting their hopes of liberty. Through 
YOU let it be ſaid now as it was of old : — 
6 "Re LorD hath looked down from his 
* ſanctuary from Heaven did the Loxp 
ce behold the earth to hear the groaning of | 


* the priſoner.” 


The object of the ER deliberation in 
Parliament i is not merely preſent relief to pre- 
ſent ſufferers, but a partial reviſal of oppreſſive 
Laws which confound innocence with guilt— 
misfortune with villany : And, oh ! may the 

God of Mercy melt their hearts the God of 
| Juſtice direct their judgment. 

* 

It has often been alledged, and perhaps 
with too much truth, that there are many 
who deſerve their puniſhment; but in criminal 
concerns, it is the glory of our Conſtitution, 
that twelve guilty men ſhould eſcape, rather 
than one innocent ſhould periſh. —Is the ſen- 


timent 
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liment leſs divine, or leſs applicable in civil | 
concerns?“ Pull not the tares leſt you root 
ce the wheat alſo.” Nay, in puniſhing the 
guilty father, does not the weight of miſery 


fall heavier on the innocent, when his whole 
wretched family periſh together ? 


It has been alledged too, * that the 
« noiſe of Rror and INTEMPERANCE is in 
« the inner chambers of the priſon :” But 
ſurely it is not the enjoyment of Riot and 
Intemperance.—The duties of my office, and 
(may I add without arrogating) the dictates 
of my conſcience often lead me to thoſe 
chambers of wretchedneſs ; and believe me, 
for I have obſerved them well, all their 
Riot is but the temporary refuge from tor- 
turing reflection, and, like the ſmile of a 
lunatic, which betrays the glimmerings of 
reaſon, and foreruns the tortures of deſpair, 


In 


* 
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In a period of twelve years I never ſaw 
but one totally abandoned and diffolute ; but 
hundreds, quiet, peaceful, reſigned, and 
pious. Alas! how many too have theſe eyes 


ſeen in thoſe devoted manſions, who in bit- 


terneſs of ſoul, in deepneſs of agony, have 
exclaimed with the royal mourner, * Reproach 
* hath broken my heart, I am full of heavi- 
* neſs; I looked for ſome one to have pity 
#5. n me, but there was none, and for 4 
* a comforter, but I found none.” 


Appointed, * in the work of the Miniſtry,” 
to correct the failings, comfort the heart, and 
pour the balm of pious conſolation, of religious 
patience, into the priſoner's wound, I can- 
not now hear their ſighs come before me, 
and not uſe every exertion in favour of men, 
deſerted becauſe poor, oppreſſed becauſe weak, 
and helpleſs becauſe confined. —Priſons are 
the grave of talents, ingenuity, induſtry and 

health 5 
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* 


health; let the deeds of your hands n 
another miracle, by reſtoring the dead to life, 
and thereby become Gops upon Earth.” | 


That your works of mercy will not be 
| ſcattered on the face of the waters, the moſt 
cautious may rely ; as the plan for regulating 
the progreſs and expences of their applica- 
tion is in the hands of reſpectable citizens, 
who are not more illuſtrious in fortune and 
honours than they are in integrity: And, 
however the event of their petition may be 
gilded by ſucceſs, or darkened by refuſal, the 
ſurplus, if any remains, will be religiouſly 
| applied to alleviate the neceſſities of thoſe 
who may not be perhaps objects for releaſe, 
but muſt be objects for compaſſion. 


On grounds of Expedience, Policy, Juice, 
or the Rights of Men, it is not my wiſh that 
you ſhould conſider them—but on the ground 
6 | of 


wa 7 
1 
3 


of common humanity. They are miſerable, 


they are unfortunate, and who is there among 


us ſits ſo ſecure but the arrow of misfortune 


may reach him? Suppoſe them all criminal, 
are any of us perfect? Imagine at this moment 
you hear the ſighs of more than ten thouſand 
wretches claiming your metcy—fathers plead- 
ing, not for themſelves, but their children 
huſbands bewailing, not their own wretched- 


neſs, but the diſtreſs to which they have 


reduced the darlings of their ſoul ! 


Often has the widow of the priſoner ran 
through our ſtreets lamenting the death of 
him who has fallen a victim to the horrors 
of deſpair, the damp dews of confinement, 
the loathſomeneſs of a dungeon, and that ſelf- 
reproach which * hath broken his heart.” 


How exquiſite muſt her feelings be, to 
petition for Charity with thoſe hands ſhe once 


O diſpenſed 
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diſpenſed it—to drop that tear over the ale | 
tions of her own offspring which once dropt 


— for the 23 of others 


Reſtore by ſupporting the preſent labour 
of love—reſtore a huſband to her—a father 
to her children—a ſubject to * King—a 
man to himſelf. 


And—would I could ſpeak in prophetic 
language—the time may come when none 
but Criminals ſhall be puniſhable by law— 
when authorized harbarity ſhall no longer 
perſecute the unfortunate—when innocence 
ſhall be as free as the Gop who created it, 
and every man ſhall forgive the treſpaſs of 
another, as he himſelf hopes for forgiveneſs. ; 


